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The purpose of our parish church is to bring people into a living and deepening
relationship with God by:
providing meaningful acts of worship
ministering to the needs of those within the Community
sharing in the world -wide mission of the Church
providing learning opportunities so as to deepen the faith

Daily Service

9.00am Monday to Friday

Sunday Services

At St Laurence Church Alvechurch

8.00 am Holy Communion

9.30 am Family Service with Communion on the 1st Sunday and
Baptisms on the 4th Sunday of the month

11.00 am Parish Eucharist

6.00 pm Evensong

At Rowney Green Shared Church

9.30 am Methodist/Anglican Service, with Holy Communion on the
1st and 3rd Sundays of the month

Organisations

Sunday Club Sundays at 9.30am

Choir Thursdays in Church 7.45-9.00 pm, Full rehearsal,

Bellringers Sundays, at 10.30.am and 5.30.pm
Tuesdays, 7.30-9.00pm Practice

Women’s Fellowship 4th Wednesday, 2.00pm, Tanyard Lane Community Centre

Mum’s the Word Thursdays, 9.30am to 11.30am in The Ark, for mothers with
pre-schoolchildren

Home Group Thursday, 7.30-9.30pm, Annette Thomas 445 5180

Registered as a charity in England and Wales. Charity number 1131783
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The Rector Writes...

My dear friends

The Great Lover

had, you would probably have been left eating

Not everyone agrees with what | write in ¢ K SYOUr popcorn alone.

D NI LJS didow ysupdear friends, will find
that difficult to believe, but it is true. Some
people are unable to accept that a man of the
cloth knows what he is taking about. Take my
letter in last month’s D NJ- LISf&F insfabce.
Someone wrote me a riposte and said, “Give
me a rational proof of God’s existence and | will
believe”. The apostle Thomas asked for
something very similar.

Oh foolish man! Who wants a God that can
be rationally proved? If it were possible to
prove the existence of God, everyone would be
forced into believing in Him — or else be
branded a nincompoop. My non-believing
correspondent would be bludgeoned and
cowed into believing in God. But what belief
would that be? It would be a reluctant,
grudging, resentful belief, completely contrary
to the nature of God Himself.

God is a God of love, as Jesus was forever
asserting. God is The Great Lover. He wants us
to love to Him, not wrack ourselves with a
series of theorems and abstract arguments.

Think for a moment of the time when you fell
in love with the most wonderful person in the
world —the one with whom you wished to
share the rest of your life. Did you demand
rational proof and abstract arguments from
your beloved before you fell in love?

Did you say, “Darling, before we hold hands |
insist you complete this IQ Test so | have an
objective, scientific measurement of your
intelligence to see if we are intellectually
compatible?” If you had, | hazard a guess your
relationship would have come to a very rapid
conclusion.

Or, before you canoodled on the back row of
the cinema did you say, “Darling, | want you to
complete this Myers-Briggs Type Indicator Test
so | have scientific data to judge if your
personality is compatible with mine”? If you

Or, before you held your loved one in your
arms and smothered him or her with kisses, did
you say, “l would first like to examine your
family’s genealogy to trace your antecedents
and ensure there are no skeletons in your
family history”?

Or, before you first copulated did you
demand medical fertility tests to ensure your
loved one had the correct genetic make-up
with nothing untoward lurking in his or her
chromosomes?

Of course not! Falling in love is not
conducted on scientific, rational grounds.
Heart speaks to heart at a very deep and
profound level. Of course, there is reasoning
involved, but there is also a great deal of
intuition. You just know the person is the right
one for you. You just know this is the person
with whom you can share the rest of your life.
You just know this is the person who will make
you happy and fulfilled ever after.

So it is with God. God extends His love to
each one of us. He wants us to give ourselves
to Him in love. If we do, life can never be the
same again. We see life in an entirely new
light. We see the world and other people
through God’s loving eyes.

Falling in love is a risky business. We never
know where it will lead. But it is much better to
fall in love and risk the consequences than
never to love at all.

Forget rational proofs about the existence of
God. Let yourself go. Fall into the arms of a
loving heavenly Father. Then, like the apostle
Thomas, there will be no need for rational,
scientific proofs. You will simply exclaim, like
him, “My Lord and my God”.

With all best wishes
Yours in Christ

DAVID MARTIN
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Breeze Through

1b George Road
Alvechurch
0774 8477953

- Ironing Service
- Alterations

- Dry cleaning

- Duvets Washed
- Service Washes

Opening Hours

‘ JTue-Thurs 9am to 6.30pm
9 Fri-Sat 9am to 5.00pm
Sunday 10am to 3.00pm

THE VILLAGE ELECTRICIAN

+.- g =
ove TAtiek =)
Call Nathaniel Martin:

01527 878316
M: 07791 923459

www.njmelectrical.com
Commercial - Domestic - Industrial

SUNNY
TENERIFE
* LOS GIGANTIS -

2 Bed Apartment
e LAS AMERICAS -
1 Bed Apartment
3 Bedroomed House.
Studio Cabin on the roof.
LOVELY PROPERTIES
LOCAL OWNER

TO VIEW GO TO

www.tenerifewithtony.com
OR RING TONY

0771756513317
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Women Praying

The annual Women’s World Day of Prayer always takes place
on the first Friday in March. This year it is FRIDAY 2 MARCH.
There will be a service in St Mary’s RC Church, School Lane
beginning at 2.00.pm. And it is not just women who are invited!
Even men can show their support for the day and join in.

All Together

This month’s ecumenical service, when the members of all
four village churches worship together, is being hosted by St
Laurence Parish Church on SUNDAY 11 MARCH at 6.00.pm

Now that a new central heating boiler has been installed, St
Laurence Church should be nice and toasty. And the warmth of
the building will be matched by the warmth of the welcome
extended to all who wish to come and take part in this
monthly expression of Christian unity.

Mothering Sunday

A special Mothering Sunday Service is being held in St
Laurence Church on SUNDAY 18 MARCH at 10.30.am. This
service replaces the usual 9.30.am and 11.00.am services.

Mothering Sunday is the yearly opportunity to say a special
thank you to God for our mothers. It always takes place
midway through Lent. There are various theories how this
came about. Some say it was the custom to give those who
were in domestic service a Sunday off work, midway through
Lent, so they could visit their mothers and take them a gift —
either flowers or perhaps a simnel cake. Others trace the

origin of thedaytothe. 2 2 |
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the Holy Communion Service where St Paul speaks about the
mothers of Isaac and Ishmael and refers to the heavenly

Jerusalem as “the mother of us al

|n

But, whatever the derivation of the day, Mothering Sunday
is a good time for families to come together and express
thanks for all that mothers do and mean for their families

The Mothering Sunday Service in St Laurence Church will be
very child-orientated. There will be percussion instruments
for the children to play, pictures on the big screen, well-
known hymns and action-songs and posies of Spring flowers
for the children to present to their mothers with their love.

See you in church at 10.30.am on Mothering Sunday!



Memories And Humour
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The Forget-me-not Bereavement Group - in spite of having
to move venue now and again from the Ark to The Lounge to
accommodate other groups - has a foundation of regular
members who enjoy chatting together, remembering old
times and keeping alive memories that are so important when
a loved one dies.

This has been a very positive time with plenty of humour
along with the memories.

The group is hoping more people will take advantage of this
opportunity. We would welcome any new people who would

like to come along and have a cup of tea / coffee and a biscuit.

Our March dates are Monday 5th in The Lounge and
Monday 19th in The Ark from 1.30pm until 2.45pm.

For more information or help with transport call Sue Phillips
on 445 3620, Annette Thomas on 445 5180 or Philippa Brakes
on 445 3983.

A Spring Walk

The next Alvechurch Village walk is Sunday 4th March,
starting from Tanyard Lane Car Park at 2.30.pm. The walk will
lead out of Alvechurch via Withybed Green and Coopers Hill
to Barnt Green and back along the canal. The walk leader
is Joanne Morton, (a change from the advertised
programme). She can be contacted on 0121 445 0116.

Menu For March

The Ark Café offers the following Menu on Thursdays in
March.

1 March Roast Lamb

8 March Baked Gammon with Parsley Sauce

15 March Roast Beef — Ticket Only (available on
preceding Thursdays)

22 March Somerset Chicken

29 March Beef Casserole

All served with seasonal vegetables and followed by
Homemade Desserts.
No booking necessary. Please be seated by 12.30.pm.

Dion’s Landscape

i Gardening
¢ All aspects of Landscaping.

Design, Garden Maintenance &
Tree Work
DRIVEWAYS & PATIO’S
BLOCK PAVING
GARDEN MAINTENANCE
& CLEARANCES
FENCING
ALL ASPECTS OF TREE
SURGERY

T: 0121 445 2280

M: 07939 304579
Fully insured
www.dions-gardening-services.co.uk

—

BANNOCKS - .—- -
MEMORIALS Iy
B

REDDITCH
Five generations of
guaranteed quality
manufacturing and service
from a family business

All aspects of
Monumental
Masonry

Showroom at
95a Mount Pleasant
Redditch
B97 4HZ
01527 550229

(Home visits if required)

Quality Carpenter
& Joiner

For all your building
needs, Furniture, Fire
Surrounds & fittings

RICHARD BENNETT

Peacehaven, Grange
Lane, Alvechurch,
Birmingham, B48 7DJ

Phone: 01527 66774
Mobile: 07966229582

I NER
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—— OPTICIANS ——

.l‘rmillingQu:nlily Eyecare|
For Over 30 Yeary

23 The Square
Alvechurch
B48 TLA
0121 447 8682

( -\
Property Consultants
Architects & Project Managers

#¢ House extensions

New build — residential or commercial

* o

Avrchitect drawings for planning /
building approval

-

Kitchen / bathroom loyouts

-

Local firm

Free consultation

] » g
www.weatherookpropertyconsultants.co.uk

t. 01564 822 833
- 07981 83 22 83

R

Burcot Grange

“y ‘" Residential
o . Care Setting for
the Eldery

A unique blend of luxury country house
living and quality forward thinking care|,
Burcot Grange is the perfect place ff
retirement living.

Long term care

Individua lly desig ned independent living
suites

Short stay convalescent and holiday
accommodation

For more information or to arrange a Visi
go to www.burcotgrange com
Burcot Grange, 23 Greenhill, Burcot,
Bromsgrove, Worcestershire, B60 1BJ.
0121 445 5552 admin@ burcotgrange cofr
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We found Lynda Kettle’s story
of her work as a theatrical and
theatre designer quite
fascinating and enjoyed
buying from her selection of
scarves and jewellery.

We look forward to
welcoming the Rector on
March 28th and sharing his
“Childhood Memories”.

We have postponed our
Annual General Meeting until
May as our Chairman will be
away.

Laurence

Mary’s Hospice in Selly Oak
Birmingham, will tell us about
St Mary’s and its valuable
work as this will be the charity
we will support this year.

Our Annual General Meeting
will be on May 23rd and will
be followed by a Diamond
Jubilee Tea.

We meet in the Tanyard
Centre at 2.00pm and
welcome new members and
visitors. Come and join us if
you can.

London Marathon

Alvechurch resident,
Andrew Notley, is taking part
in this year’s London
Marathon. He has been lucky
to secure a place in the world-
famous event and will be
running to raise money for the
Motor Neurone Disease
Association.

Last year, Fay Fletcher of
Callow Hill Road lost her
valiant fight against Motor
Neurone Disease and Andrew
hopes to raise £1,000 for the
Motor Neurone Disease
Association in memory of Fay.
He would welcome offers of
help in order to reach this
target.

Those who would like to
sponsor Andrew can do so by
visiting the website of the

London Marathon
(www.virginmoneygiving.com
/ForFay) or by picking up a
Sponsorship Form from the
church.

Special Chocolate Tart and
other goodies will be on sale
at St Laurence Church on
Easter Day, along with the
usual coffee and tea, and the
proceeds will go towards the
cause.

For those who fancy a little
flutter, it is possible to guess
how long it will take Andy to
complete the 26 mile course.
More details are on the above
website. Watch out for
further fund-raising events on
the website and through
Twitter feed.

Wo me n ®

®MNApril Sta Jo Keld from St


http://www.virginmoneygiving.com/ForFay
http://www.virginmoneygiving.com/ForFay

Spare A Tin

With many people living at or below the breadline at
present, the need for emergency food parcels has never
been greater. Donations of tins of food are needed by Capt
John Bentley of the Church Army and the NewStarts Charity
working on the Charford Estate in Bromsgrove. Tins can be
placed in the box at the back of St Laurence Church at any
time when the church is open.

In Hospital

The Rector visits the Alexandra Hospital in Redditch each
week — usually on a Friday afternoon. If you know of anyone
in the hospital who would welcome a visit, please let him
know, either by phoning 0121 445 1087 or emailing
davidmartin@lynkserve.net.

Palm Cross Making

The Upper Room of The Ark will become a sweatshop on
the last day on the month as lengths of palm leaves are
woven into crosses ready for distribution on Palm Sunday.
Although there is an art in weaving the fronds of palm into
crosses, it is one that is easily mastered. Fancy having a go?
If so, come along to The Ark on SATURDAY 31 MARCH at
2.30.pm bringing a pair of kitchen scissors with you.

Wor | d

This year’s service will be held on Friday March 2nd at St
Mary’s Roman Catholic Church in School Lane at 2pm. The
service has been written by the women of Malaysia and is
entitled “Let Justice Prevail”.

Wo menos

At the time of writing our speaker is not known, so look out
for posters at church and around the village. A creche will be
available.

Refreshments will be served after the service giving time for
fellowship together.

All are welcome, men, women and young people. Please

come and join us at an interesting service as we join the

wave of prayer which will sweep the world on that day.
WA f §

Huntleys

Funeral Services

Serving your community for 130 years

Your local family orientated funeral directors
of distinction, offering a traditional and caring
service wih attention to detall
FOR 24 HOUR IMMEDIATE
ATTENTION

1527892900

& 12 Feckenham Road
Astwood Bank

Branch also at
58 Ipsley Street, Redditch

01527 62106
Providers of the Perfect Choice Funeral Pla  n

FUN
PAR
[

B TEe
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Exquisite
Kitchen Makeovers

New Doors
Handles
New Worktops
New plinths, pelmets, cornice

Supply and fit or supply only

Tel: 0121 445 3380
07921 868710 07814 468784

Www. co.uk

4

Kathryn Cdlinson

BA Hons, BEd Hons. ALCM

Lessons
from
20 minutes

to
1 hour

Music tuition i All Styles

1 Classical, Bass and Electric Guitar
1 Piano and Keyboard

f For exams or just for fun

Maths and English Tuition
1 SATS / confidence building
f Special needs

1 Ages from 5-11 years

Tel: 0121 445 3523

(¢4

a0 £ £ G
r-Er<E B SEe |
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Old Fashioned Common -sense
D SEELEY AND

COMPANY I @Ay3 RSOtAYSR Ittt o0flyRA&AK)
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CHARTERED ACCOUNTANTS AND

REGISTERED AUDITOR
40 BEAR HILL, ALVECHURCH
TELEPHONE 0121 445 2445
Email: dseeley.co@btinternet.com

We offer a comprehensive service
including bookkeeping, payroll, VAT,
accounts and taxation for soleders,

partnerships, charities and
limited companies

Contact David or Susan Seeley to discy
how we can help you
Registerd to carry out Audit work by the
Institute of Chartered Accountants in

England & Wales

THOMAS
BROTHERS

Funeral Directors

Prepayment Plan,
Private Chapels,

"Woodland Burial"
24 hour Personal Service

A family-owned funeral directors
offering a friendly, dignified service,
paying attention to detail.

12A Red Lion Sjt

Al vechurch B#

0121 445 3427
S.A. | . F.

L. Lrblon

¢ MEMORIALS *
Additional Inscriptions
& Renovations
All Work
is to the
Highest
Standard

Showroom and Workshop
338 Alcester Road, Burcot,
Bromsgrove B60 1BH
Tel: (01527) 876200
07710976744

Well, my dears, as any woman knows, the way to a man’s
heart is through his stomach. When my Percy was alive, | used
to tickle his fancy with all sorts of specialities. How he liked his
tripe and onions, pigs’ brains on toast, chitterlings and pigs
trotters! After serving him any of those | could wind him
around my little finger and get whatever | wanted from him.
We women have our ways of dealing with our menfolk. We
know just the food to give them to tickle their taste buds and
make ‘em happy.

Since I've been going to that wonderful Ark Café on
Thursday lunchtimes, I’'ve noticed that the ladies in the kitchen
have their special ways of tickling our taste buds and making
us all happy. Each of the kitchen ladies has a speciality dish
that they share with we old ones.

Take Somerset Chicken, for instance, that Mrs Woolley
prepares. She cooks her pieces of succulent chicken with
bacon and mushrooms in an apple juice sauce. It’s delicious.
Mind you, if | was doing it, | would use Somerset cider, and
lots of it. | likes a drop of scrumpy meself; but | knows she has
to be careful with some of the diners, especially that old
military chap, in case he gets tipsy and swallows his dentures.

! eTehen there is that delicious Poached Salmon that Mrs
Brumgen serves with a beautiful watercress sauce. | hear she
uses fish stock that comes all the way from France. You can’t
get it in this country. Whenever | taste it | think of Frenchmen
in berets and | feel | want to break into French and exclaim
Parlez vous Anglais, which Percy said meant, Do you like
angling?

And have you tried the Bread and Butter Pudding made by
Mrs Gardner? | thought | could make a good Bread and Butter
Pudding but Mrs Gardner has her own secret ingredients. |
was sworn to secrecy, and so | wont let on that she uses
apricots and brown sugar. But just try it, my dears. It goes
down a treat.

With all those wonderful chefs in the Ark kitchen, it’s no
wonder I've been piling on the pounds. Mind you, | blame
that Mr Owen. | saw him tipping a whole carton of cream into
the creamed potatoes. It certainly makes them the creamiest
creamed potatoes | have ever tasted. But | must be careful,
especially as it’s Lent and the Rector keeps giving me knowing
looks.
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Village Messy Church

Pat Booth has dates for
VILLAGE MESSY CHURCH.....
Saturday 17th March 3.30pm - 5.30pm
Saturday 12th May 3.30pm - 5.30pm
Saturday 30th June 3.30pm - 5.30pm
Saturday 08th Sept 3.30pm - 5.30pm
Saturday 10th Nov 3.30pm - 5.30pm

INFORMATION for all FAMILIES; TEAM MEMBERS;
SUPPORTERS; JUNIOR HELPERS.
Please 'block out' these dates to ensure you are free for FREE

FUN... FOOD... FRIENDSHIP... and a STORY WITH A THEME.

Pick Handles and Haggis

¢tKS YSYOSNB 2F-{BMBAIOSAS O
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Since our last note, the Association has sadly said farewell to
another of our WW2 veterans with the passing of Jack Milward
who was well-known for his many years service on the Parish
Council. Jack served in the Royal Artillery from the outbreak of
WW?2 and rose through the ranks from Gunner to Commis-
sioned Officer. His story of arriving back in England with the
remnants of the BEF with only the clothes he stood in, and
then being posted with others to guard an airfield with only
pick handles as weapons and, when even these weapons were
not available, being told by the NCO-in-charge to swear at any
invading Germans — very loudly — was hilarious. Rest in peace,
Comrade.

The New Year saw members and friends enjoying a Burns
Lunch complete with a wee dram to make it as authentic as
possible! Our Secretary thought this idea a great innovation,
especially as several of our ladies passed their dram on to him!
A rousing Auld Lang Syne was repeated until hoarseness took
over. It completed a lovely afternoon, despite a lack of Burns’
poems.

February saw our Bring and Buy Sale, which followed a lovely
Winter Lunch provided as always by Alison and Pascal. Many
thanks to all who bought and particular thanks to those who
brought.

K

Private Tuition
our di ari es

for 5-11 year olds
Special Family Rates
Please call Jennifer,
an experienced primary

school teacher
On

0121 445 1947

RIOK | FB YK | &S

E

THE LAWNS |

E [ q'\51%711(‘|li.\[éc||l;|l!|l}N‘Ij K
0 R NFPmodation for senion

adults and the elderly.

24 hour care from
professional, caring staff.

All set within beautiful
gardens and terraces

School Lane, Alvechurch, B48 7SB
Tel: 0121 445 4098
Fax: 0121 445 4544

www.thelawnscare.co.uk

N.B.JAMES

Ground works
contractor
Alltypes of work undertaken

Foundations,
Soakaways,
Ponds,
Drives,
Drainage,
Fencing,
Decking.

Ring Nigel

07974960366

dzNJ t
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Lent Courses

The five-week Lent Course, based on the award-winning film¢ K S Y A y Ic@rdinuds LIS S OK X
throughout March. It is still not too late to join one of the six house groups that are meeting.

Simply phone one of the hosts and then come along.

Thursdays 7.30.pm Coach House Graham & Lynne Clark
for 8.00.pm School Lane 0121 445 2547
Thursdays 7.30.pm 40 Hinton Avenue Fiona Lee
0121 445 2087
Mondays 10.15.am Fairview Veronica Rogers
for 10.30.am School Lane 0121 447 7017
Tuesdays 7.30.pm Upper Room David Martin
The Ark 0121 445 1087
Wednesdays 10.15.am St Mary’s RC Church Felicity Rixon
for 10.30.am School Lane 0121 445 2371
Wednesdays 2.00.pm 7 Glebe Road Donald Wrapson
0121 445 6586

Youth and Experience

This month the Midland Sinfonia features one event by young musicians and one by
the experienced founder of the Midland Sinfonia.

The Youth Showcase is at 3pm on Sunday 4 March in St. Laurence Church,
Alvechurch

Young talented musicians from colleges and local schools take to the stage for a
delightful afternoon when emerging talent is encouraged in the art of performance.
This is a free concert - with donations welcome.

Nigel Morley returns to Alvechurch for a Piano Recital at 7.30pm on Saturday 10
March, St. in Laurence Church, Alvechurch

By popular demand, this long overdue return of the Midland Sinfonia founder, Nigel
Morley, will feature works by some of the finest composers for the piano, including
music by Bach, Schubert and Schumann.

Tickets on the door £12, or from The Village Green Grocer or contact
marian@midlandsinfonia.co.uk or 0121 447 7040. Students and registered
unemployed £5, children free when accompanied by an adult. Further details can be
found on www.midlandsinfonia.co.uk.
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An Audience with JV

It is rare these days to find someone who can sing beautifully, entertain and make people of
all ages laugh. In his hugely popular One Man Show, Jonathan Viera has established a
reputation for just this over the last 26 years— singing to millions across the UK and the rest of
the World.

His ability as a musical chameleon - singing songs of great diversity to an incredibly high
standard — engages everyone. His anecdotal story telling has people rocking with laughter at
the strangest things. His easy, natural conversational style of sharing his faith journey
combined with superb music and riotous anecdotes is enthralling, engaging and inspiring. He
draws you in and before long you feel as if he is singing and talking just for you.

And he’s coming to The Palace Theatre in Redditch on May 18th !

Tickets will be £12 each. Please reserve the date and book tickets as soon as you can from

The Palace Theatre, Alcester Street, Redditch, Worcs, B98 8AE or telephone the BOX OFFICE
on 01527 65203.

Rowney Green Horticultural Society
The Annual Bulb Show is on Thursday 8th March at 7.45pm at Rowney Green Peace Hall.

Bring your containers of Spring flowers for members and visitors to judge their favourites by
placing coins next to the entry. The entry with the highest number of coins will be the winner.

Coffee and cakes and perennial plants will be available to purchase.

More details from Andrea Halse on 0121 445 1929.
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James Giles
& Sons

A FAMILY OWNED FUNERAL DIRECTORS
ESTABLISHED 1916
Serving all communities
with dignity and
understanding

Private Chapel of Rest
Day and Night Service
Woodland Burial

Golden Charter and Help
the Aged Funeral Plans
1 Catering and Floral
Tributes

Telephone 01527 872318
24 Stourbridge Road
Bromsgrove, Worcs B61 0AE

EEEC ]

The Leys Residential Home

Old Birmingham Road
Alvechurch B48 7TQ

Offering a warm, welcoming and caring
environment for later years.

For further information, or to arrange
a visit, please call

0121 445 5587

, Ryan L. Bennett |

PAINTING & DECORATING
INTERIOR & EXTERIOR

FIRST CLASS WORK

Telephone

Astwo

FREE ESTIMATES
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Memories of Mothers

With the annual Mothering Sunday comes memories of
mothers and all they mean to their children.

Mrs Veronica Rogers recalls that her Mum was born before
the First World War. There is no doubt that the women of that
generation had to be strong and stoic.

“I recall that she was always working and always had a
mission, whether it was breeding dogs, horticulture or caring
for the elderly.

When we cleared her last home in Norfolk, | was in need of
a coffee break but had strict instructions that I had to finish a
certain task first.!!

Of course, her Faith was her lifeline. | do recall a certain
instant that actually involved my Father as well as my Mum. :-
My parents had a boat and they made their living by going

on the Norfolk Broads and selling produce to the holiday
makers. | recall one Sunday morning my Father argued that
Sunday was the best day for business but my Mother said that
NO WAY must they work on The Lord's Day. My Father
decided to go out on his own that Sunday . | can still see my
mother’s face when my father returned home half way
through the day, soaked to the skin. The boat had sunk !!!
"What did | tell you " she said, with a confident expression”

Mrs Barbara Griffiths recalls

“My mother was widowed in 1935 at the age of 29 leaving
her with two daughters - my 6 year old sister and myself at
four months. It was the time of the slump so in order to raise
her daughters my mother was forced to take on manual work
which meant leaving home each morning at 6am. This enabled
us to remain together as a family unit. We left Ashton-under-
Lyne coming to Birmingham shortly before the outbreak of the
Second World War at which time my mother re-married. My
mother was always very industrious, continually working,
keeping the family together, ensuring we had an acceptable
education. Although small in stature she had a strong
personality, was deeply loved, a pillar of strength to me until
she died in 1993, when she was buried in St Laurence
churchyard.



Prayer of the Month
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Support us, O Lord, all the day long of this troublous life,
until the shades lengthen and the evening comes; the busy
world is hushed , the fever of life is over, and our work is
done. Then, Lord, in your mercy, grant us safe lodging, a
holy rest, and peace at the last; through Jesus Christ our
Lord. Amen.

Historical Society

¢tKS {SONBiGINE 27
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I would like to thank the sixteen members and one new
member for facing the icy weather to come to the Annual
General Meeting. We had quite a cheery meeting. We asked
for volunteers to prepare the food for the Social Evening on
20th March and also for members to help on a monthly basis
for the serving of the refreshments. The voting of the evening
went smoothly and all the standing members of the
committee and officers were re-elected with the exception of
Mrs Parish who had resigned. The Chairman thanked her for
all her help over the last few years.

Several members brought along family items for us to see -
mainly war correspondence from loved ones,
commemorations of the death of George VI and a school prize
of a Dickens book given in 1916. Of course it was the 200th
anniversary of the birth of Charles Dickens on 7th February
2012. We had quite a good discussion about all of these items
but were on our way home by nine o'clock before the
temperature dropped any further.

Tickets for the social evening will be available from Anne
Humphries at the March meeting price £6.00. The speaker for
the 5th March will be Mr lan Bott talking about the 'Lost
Mansions of the Black Country'. Look forward to seeing you
all at that meeting, plenty of parking as usual. See you then.

"Rectory Cottage Bed and Breakfast”
Old Rectory Lane.
Alvechurch

offers
warm and welcoming accommodation,
with super breakfasts and attractive,
spacious bedrooms.

Contact Celia on
0121 445 4824, or visit our website
www. rectorycottage-alvechurch.co.uk

) WHERE NEXT
ASSOCIATION

Garden Centre
Opening hours
Mon- Fri9to 5, Sat 10 to 4

Woodwork
Packing / assembly
Landscaping / maintenance
Support your local charity which offers people

with special needs the opportunity to
experience the real world of work.

Wellesbourne Close
Easemore Road, Redditch
B98 8ER

01527 69955

[N

ASSOCIATION

KenDry

Eco-Friendly Carpet
Oeaning That
Doesn't Cost The Earth

Ken Yainwright
of
Alvechurch

0121 445 4247

v kendry. co.uk
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Crime: Violent And Domestic
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VIOLENT CRIME

The chances of you or a member of your
family becoming a victim of a violent crime are
low. Violent crimes by strangers in public places
are rare. You can make yourself even less likely
to be the victim of a violent crime — for
example, robbery (mugging) or assault — by
taking a few sensible precautions. Many are
common sense, and may be things that you
already do. Think about how you would act in
different situations before you are in them.
Think about whether you would stay and
defend yourself or simply get away as quickly as
you can. There is nothing wrong with doing
either, but you should consider your options.
Remember, property can be replaced, human
life cannot.

PROTECTION AGAINST DOMESTIC VIOLENCE

Domestic violence accounts for 14% of all
violent incidents in the UK. Anyone can
experience domestic violence — it can happen in
all kinds of relationships, regardless of age,
race, gender, sexuality, disability, wealth,
geography and lifestyle.

What is domestic abuse?

It involves being abused, threatened, or
physically or sexually assaulted by a partner, a
former partner, or a family member. As well as
actual physical violence, domestic violence can
include a wide range of abuse and controlling
behaviour, such as:

Threats

Harassment

Physical attacks

Financial control

Emotional abuse

Domestic violence is a way to gain power and
control over another person and may include
destructive criticism, disrespect, isolation and
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are also considered to be domestic violence.

Everyone has a right to be safe in their own
home. If you experience domestic violence, you
may feel as if you have nowhere to go, or no-
one to turn to. The most important thing you
can do is tell someone you trust.

Never be afraid to ask for help. You may
decide to report your abuser to the police. In an
emergency always call the police by dialling
999. For non emergences dial 101.

Accept that you are not to blame

It is not easy to accept that a loved one can
behave so aggressively. Often, you assume that
you are to blame. You are not and there is no
excuse for domestic violence.

Men as victims

Women are not the only victims of domestic
violence. Men can also be victims, or can
experience violent relationships. If this happens
to you, it is not your fault — as with women, you
have the right to live free from abuse and
violence.

Useful telephone numbers

Domestic violence Helpline: 0808 2000 247
(Free phone, 24-hour)

Men'’s Advice Line: 0808 801 0327 Broken
Rainbow: 08452 60 44 60 (lesbian, gay, bisexual
and transgender domestic violence forum)

Foreign and Commonwealth Office: 020 7008
0135 or 020 7008 0230 (for forced marriage
guidance) Crime Stoppers: 0800 555 111

For more information or any further advice,
please contact your Local Policing Team.
Alternatively contact CSO 6715 HYDER at
Woythall Police Station. You can find out who
your LPT is by visiting our website:
www.westmercia.police.uk/localpolicing/




Obituaries
JOHN RICHARD CONNOLLY

A man who had the cinema in his blood and
who spent most of his life working with films,
died at The Leys, Old Birmingham Road on 19
January at the age of 93.
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Dad was born in Aston, Birmingham in 1918.
He was an only child. He was raised by his
mother as his father left the family home
some months after he was born. He was
educated at Lockstone Street School — the
only school he ever attended.

He had frequent trips to the cinema at a
very early age, as his mother used to play the
piano to accompany the silent movies of that
era. Sometimes Dad would have to go with
her. His mother had a piano in her front room
at home and she used to give piano lessons.

Dad started work in the cinemas in
Birmingham at a very early age and he never
lost his interest in the cinema business. At
this time, he and his mother lived in Bushbury
Road, Erdington and later in Hollington
Crescent, which is where his mother lived
until her death in 1986.

As a young man, he went to work at the
Sheldon cinema in Birmingham, which is
where he met Dorothy May Lawrence who
was to become his wife. She worked as an
usherette and sold ice-creams in the interval
from a tray. It was Dad who put the spotlight
on her in more ways than one in spite of
opposition from Olive Lawrence (Dorothy’s
mother) who also worked at the same cinema.

As Dad and Mom’s romance blossomed, so
did the unrest between England and
Germany. Soon war was declared and Dad
was enlisted into the British Army. Whilst

training in Salisbury he decided that he and
Dorothy should marry, so he phoned her to
tell her this.

In March 1941 they married in Yardley Old
Church, Birmingham, where the vicar declared
tlhaX’ gs Paﬂ waaaﬁg\ldberghg co%d not
possibly charge him for the ceremony. Dad
became a part of the Lawrence household and
became close to Mom'’s brother, Harry —
perhaps as the brother he never had.

After the wedding Dad returned to the Army
and volunteered to be trained as a
cameraman for the Army Film and
Photographic Unit. He had the right
background for this. He was accepted into the
unit and was sent to Pinewood Studios to
complete an eight-week training course. He
was given the rank of sergeant and became
part of the No 5 Unit of the AFPU that was
sent to cover the war in North West Europe.
His release papers, dated 18 February 1946,
stated that his military conduct was
“Exemplary” with the following as a
testimonial:

"He has proved himself one of the best Army
Film Unit Sergeants from the point of
performance, appearance and competence.”

After leaving the Army he set up a small
business that consisted of a 16mm projector,
a screen, a small van and himself. He
travelled all around the Midlands showing
films at various clubs, institutions, children’s
homes etc for a fee. However, he realized
that he needed a more stable income as, by
this time, he and Mom had two daughters, Pat
and Lynn. They were still living in Beechmore
Road with Mom’s parents when Jean arrived -
daughter number three —in 1953. . Soon
after this the family moved to Rubery where
new housing was being built.
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Dad applied for the chief projectionist’s job
at the Gaumont Cinema, Redditch. He was
successful and used to cycle most days from
Rubery to Redditch on a pushbike. The family
moved to Redditch in 1957 and settled in
Foxlydiate Crescent, Batchley whilst Dad
continued to work at the Gaumont.

In the 1960s Dad decided to apply for a job
at Landrover, Solihull as it was a more
lucrative way of earning a living than the
cinema business. He started there in the
paint shop. He used to travel to Solihull from
Redditch on a motorbike at first, later buying
his first car. After a time in the paint shop, he
applied for a supervisory position in the CKD
Department. During this period, as both Pat
and Lynn had married, Dad and Mom moved
to Solihull with Jean, as this was a lot closer to
Dad’s work.

At Landrover, Dad met many people who
were talented in various ways — singers,
instrumentalists etc, - and he formed a group
with himself as compere and comedian. This
group performed for many charity events, in
many different places, and he enjoyed it
immensely.

When Dad left Landrover, he and Mom
decided to move to Sevenoaks, Kent. Here
they bought a mobile home. They took
Mom’s mother, Olive, with them. Dad’s love
of the cinema pushed him into finding a job at
a multiplex cinema in Sevenoaks.

It wasn’t long before they returned to
Redditch to live in Edgeworth Close, Churchill,
where Dad found himself a job at the local
Thorlux Lighting factory. He worked here until
he reached the age of 81. He then moved to
Keats House, Headless Cross before moving to
The Leas, Alvechurch in 2007.

Page 16

MARY ELIZABETH CATHERINE
BOWEN

A lady who used to play the spoons and who
spent the last three years of her life at The
Leys Residential Home in Old Birmingham
Road, died on 19 January at the age of 96.

Mary Elizabeth Catherine Bowen was one of
a family of seven children born in the Bullring,
Birmingham. Her mother died when she was
four years old and her father was unable to
support the family. She therefore was looked
after by nuns until her older sister, Lydia, was
able to take her into her home.

In 1938 she married Francis “Frank” Bowen.
They shared 55 years together until his death
in 1993. She was the mother of one son,
David, grandmother to Karen and Stephen
and great-grandmother to Chloe, Megan,
Holly, Declan and Kyle.

Most of her working life was spent in
factories operating hand-presses. But,
towards the end of her working life, she
transferred to floristry and enjoyed working in
a florist’s shop.

She had many homes during her life —
beginning in lodgings at Aston, then 10 years
in Ladywood, followed by 30 years at Great
Barr and 24 years in West Heath. She greatly
enjoyed dancing and attended the twice-
weekly dances at West Heath Community
Hall.

She was rarely seen without her high-heeled
shoes and was described by one of her family
as “a good-time girl.” Her party piece was
playing the spoons, which she apparently did
with gay abandon - between her knees!



years. Later followed a spell at St Joseph’s RC
School, Cotteridge, followed by 20 years at
Trescott Road School. Generations of infants
passed through her kind and loving classroom.

The last three years of her life were spent at
The Leys Residential Home in Old Birmingham
Road.

She will be remembered as an independent,
sociable person who had a kind and generous
temperament. She was a lady of faith, who
said her prayers every night and received the
Sacrament each month.

Having spent the first seven years of
married life in Northfield, she moved to
Withybed Lane, Alvechurch in 1977 and
quickly became part of the local community.
She was a member of Hillside Women’s
Her funeral was held at Lodge Hill Institute, served on the PTA of Crown

) Meadow School and was a Governor of
Crematorium on Thursday 2 February and the Alvechur Middle School. She pursued
hymnssungwerea 2 N/ A Yy 3 Khda Q K%oib%ls A : P

A S J T A N f pottery, calligraphy,
¢KS [2NRQA Ye dKSLK Sdlslgssmaking and cake decorating at night

school.
JANET LESLEY BENNETT
She had great reserves of inner strength
A much-loved teacher and active member of that saw her through a seven-year illness. She
the local community died on 25 January at the |oved her family and was very child-centred in
age of 63. all she did. She will be greatly missed by all

who knew her.
Janet Lesley Bennett was one of two

children born into a family in Aston. She is Her funeral was held in a packed Redditch
survived by her brother, Paul. Crematorium on Friday 3 February. The
hymnssungwere[ 2 NR 2 F | fadid K2 L
In 1970 she married Malcolm Bennett, [ 20S RAOGAYS Ittt t208a

whom she had known since the age of eight.
They shared 41 years of married life together.

She was the mother of Jane, Trudie and twin
boys, John and Paul plus “unadopted mother”
to Trevor. She had eleven grandchildren:
Matthew, Ryan, Sam, India, Joseph, Ollie, Zak,
Freya, Joshua, Louis and Oliver. Her family
was at the centre of her life.

After attending Bourneville Girls Grammar e °® .
School she underwent teaching training at W /
Kidderminster and Bourneville before
qualifying as an infant’s teacher.

Her first post was at Raddlesbarn Infants ) ‘o
School, Selly Oak, where she remained for 13 ‘
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Flowers
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There are no flowers in Church during Lent until Easter Day which is on g April.
Donations for Easter Lilies in remembrance of loved ones can be made throughout Lent. A
plate will be available on the table at the back of church for this purpose, or donations can
be given to the Rector, Churchwardens or myself together with the name(s) of the
person(s) you would like remembered in our prayers.

I will be asking for help to decorate the church on Saturday 7" April and | will be there
from 9am. Please let me know if you are able to assist in this most enjoyable task. My
telephone number is 0121 447 7668

From the Registers

Baptisms
28 5S8t02YS8 @&2dz Ayi2 GKS [ 2NRQ&a ¥l
January 22 Elsa Beatrice Kenkre Old Rectory Lane

James Simon Shields Bear Hill

Layla Louise Trainor Winyates, Redditch

t K223 N} LIK&O 20 KB FISwt@S F2dzy R 2
www.alvechurch-stlaurence.org]

Funerals and Cremations
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February 1 John Richard Connolly aged 93
February 2 Mary Elizabeth Catherine Bowen aged 96
February 3 Janet Lesley Bennett aged 63
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Rector
Licensed Lay Ministers

Authorised Lay Ministers

Churchwardens

Deputy Wardens

PCC Secretary

PCC Treasurer

Organist & Choirmaster
Electoral Roll Officer
Tower Captain

Singing Group

Mum’s the Word
Flower Co-ordinator
Women'’s Fellowship
Ark Booking Secretary )
& Grapevine advertising )
Grapevine Editor

Wh o 0 s

Revd David Martin, The Rectory, School Lane 445 1087
davidmartin@lynkserve.net

Mr Dick Russell, 2 Gothic Cottages, Radford Rd 445 3083

Ms Sue Philips Withybed Green 445 3620

Mrs Helena Allen, 117 Birmingham road 445 5605

Mr Phil Burgess Highlands, School Lane, 447 7468

Mr Graham Clark, The Coach House, School Lane, 445 2547

Ms Gloria Wilson, 11 Bear Hill Drive 445 1854

Mrs Philippa Brakes, 56 Callow hill Road 445 3983

Mrs Lynne Clark, The Coach House, School Lane 445 2547

Mrs Jayne Burgess, Highlands, School Lane 447 7468

Mrs Annette Thomas 8 Snake Lane 445 5180

Mr Graham Clark, The Coach House, School Lane. 445 2547

Mr Mick Fletcher, 52 Callow Hill Road 445 6431

Mr Colin Bennett, 122 Redditch Road, 01527 64077

Mr Andy Humphries, Sunnymead, Station Road 445 5955

Mr David Richmond, The Ferns, Chapel Lane 445 3569

Mrs Alison Smith, 12 Hollington Road 447 7293

Mrs Enid Brumsen 32 Callow Hill Road 445 0663

Mr Bob Dale Weatheroak Farm 01564 822486

Mr David Richmond, The Ferns, Chapel Lane 445 3569

Mr Jeremy Roberts, 7 Redditch Road, Hopwood 445 2041

Mr Colin Bennett, 122 Redditch Road 01527 64077

Mrs Lynda Wolstencroft 49 Hinton Avenue Tel: 445 3212

Mrs Bib Paterson, 57 Birmingham Road 07876390154
Mrs Ann Thurrell, Top Barn, Scarfield Hill 447 7668

Mrs Jill Woolley, 111 Birmingham Road 445 2125

Mr lan Price, the Ark School Lane, 447 7955
thearkalvechurch@yahoo.co.uk

Revd David Martin, The Rectory, School Lane 445 1087
davidmartin@lynkserve.net

PCC Special Responsibilities

Finance and Standing Committee

Development

David Martin Graham Clark Alison Smith Jeremy Roberts
Mike Fletcher Alison Smith Margaret Haste
Bob Dale Jeremy Roberts

Children and Youth Churchyard
Martin Allen Mike Fletcher Bob Dale Andy Humphries
Marion Thompson Pat Booth

Peru and Missionary

Buildings and Fabric Sue Phillips Dick Russell
Mick Fletcher Colin Bennett Sue Brotherton Margaret Haste
David Richmond Jill Woolley Worship

Barbara Scane Martin Allen

Graham Clark
David Richmond

Enid Brumsen
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Calendar
MARCH

Friday 2

Sunday 4
Monday 5

Saturday 10
Sunday 11
Friday 16
Saturday 17
Sunday 18

Monday 19

Wednesday 21
Wednesday 28

Saturday 31

2.00.pm

2.30.pm
3.00.pm

1.30.pm
7.45.pm

7.30.pm

6.00.pm

3.30.pm

Women’s World Day of Prayer in St Mary’s RC Church

Footpath Walk from Tanyard Lane Car Park
Midland Sinfonia Youth Showcase in St Laurence Church

Forget-me-not Group in The Lounge, The Square
Historical Society: Lost Mansions of the Black Country

Nigel Morley Piano Recital in St Laurence Church
Churches Together Service in St Laurence Church
APRIL GRAPEVINE GOES TO PRESS

Messy Church in The Ark

10.30.am Mothering Sunday Service

1.15.pm
7.30.pm

7.45.pm
2.00.pm

2.30.pm

Forget-me-not Group in The Ark
Historical Society Annual Supper

Alvechurch Village Society AGM in the Village Hall
Women'’s Fellowship in Tanyard Lane Centre

Palm Cross Making in The Ark
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