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{ǘ [ŀǳǊŜƴŎŜ /ƘǳǊŎƘ !ƭǾŜŎƘǳǊŎƘ 
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уΦллΦŀƳ Iƻƭȅ /ƻƳƳǳƴƛƻƴ 
фΦолΦŀƳ CŀƳƛƭȅ {ŜǊǾƛŎŜ 

ǿƛǘƘ Iƻƭȅ /ƻƳƳǳƴƛƻƴ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ мǎǘ {ǳƴŘŀȅ 
ŀƴŘ .ŀǇǝǎƳǎ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ пǘƘ {ǳƴŘŀȅ 
ммΦллΦŀƳ tŀǊƛǎƘ 9ǳŎƘŀǊƛǎǘ 
сΦллΦǇƳ 9ǾŜƴǎƻƴƎ 

 

!ǘ wƻǿƴŜȅ DǊŜŜƴ {ƘŀǊŜŘ /ƘǳǊŎƘ 
фΦолΦŀƳ aŜǘƘƻŘƛǎǘκ!ƴƎƭƛŎŀƴ {ŜǊǾƛŎŜ 

ǿƛǘƘ Iƻƭȅ /ƻƳƳǳƴƛƻƴ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ нƴŘ ŀƴŘ пǘƘ {ǳƴŘŀȅǎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ƳƻƴǘƘ 
 

5!L[¸ {9w±L/9 
 

фΦллΦŀƳ aƻƴŘŀȅ ǘƻ CǊƛŘŀȅ 
Lƴ {ǘ [ŀǳǊŜƴŎŜ /ƘǳǊŎƘ 
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{ǳƴŘŀȅ /ƭǳō  {ǳƴŘŀȅǎ ŀǘ фΦолΦŀƳ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ /ƘǳǊŎƘ ŀƴŘ !Ǌƪ όппр мурпύ 
 

/ƘƻƛǊ   ¢ƘǳǊǎŘŀȅǎ ŀǘ тΦпрΦǇƳ ƛƴ /ƘǳǊŎƘ όппр орсфύ 
 

.ŜƭƭǊƛƴƎŜǊǎ  {ǳƴŘŀȅǎ ŀǘ млΦолΦŀƳ ŀƴŘ рΦолΦǇƳ 
   ¢ǳŜǎŘŀȅ tǊŀŎǝŎŜ ŀǘ тΦолΦǇƳ όлмрнт сплттύ 

 

²ƻƳŜƴΩǎ CŜƭƭƻǿǎƘƛǇ пǘƘ ²ŜŘƴŜǎŘŀȅ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ƳƻƴǘƘ ŀǘ нΦллΦǇƳ  
   ƛƴ ¢ŀƴȅŀǊŘ [ŀƴŜ /ƻƳƳǳƴƛǘȅ /ŜƴǘǊŜ όппр нмнрύ 
 

aǳƳΩǎ ǘƘŜ ²ƻǊŘ ¢ƘǳǊǎŘŀȅǎ ŀǘ фΦолΦŀƳ  ƛƴ ¢ƘŜ !Ǌƪ όлттторлфофлύ 
   ¢ƛƴȅ ¢ƻǘǎ {ŜǊǾƛŎŜ млΦмрΦŀƳ нƴŘ ¢ƘǳǊǎŘŀȅ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ƳƻƴǘƘ 
 

!Ǌƪ /ŀŦŞ  ¢ƘǳǊǎŘŀȅǎ ŘǳǊƛƴƎ ǘŜǊƳ ǝƳŜ ŀǘ мнΦмрΦǇƳ όппт тлмтύ 
 

IƻƳŜ DǊƻǳǇ  ¢ƘǳǊǎŘŀȅǎΣ тΦолΦǇƳ ŀǘ ǘƘŜ /ƻŀŎƘ IƻǳǎŜ όппр нрптύ 
 

aŜǎǎȅ /ƘǳǊŎƘ  vǳŀǊǘŜǊƭȅ ƻƴ ŀ {ŀǘǳǊŘŀȅ ƛƴ ¢ƘŜ !Ǌƪ όппр мфурύ 
 

¢I9 !wY 
9ƴǉǳƛǊƛŜǎ ǘƻ Lŀƴ tǊƛŎŜ лмнм ппт тфрр 

 
 

wŜƎƛǎǘŜǊŜŘ ŀǎ ŀ /ƘŀǊƛǘȅ ƛƴ 9ƴƎƭŀƴŘ ŀƴŘ ²ŀƭŜǎΥ /ƘŀǊƛǘȅ bǳƳōŜǊ ммомтуо 
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Jill Woolley Writes...  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
The month of July – the beginning of the 

second half of our calendar year. In our 
Church’s year we have just celebrated Trinity 
Sunday. Jesus has ascended into Heaven, His 
work on earth complete, and, as promised, 
has sent his Holy Spirit so that the work He 
started can be continued through the ages. 
And so on Trinity Sunday we worship our 
God, three in one – Father, Son and Holy 
Spirit. During the first part of our Church’s 
year we have journeyed through all of the 
events of our Lord’s time here on earth – his 
birth – childhood – his ministry – living with 
and teaching his disciples – healing the sick 
and working with the vulnerable of society.  

 
His trial and suffering on the cross – the 

glorious events of Easter Day where, death 
defeated, He appeared to His friends before 
His Ascension and the final wonder of 
Pentecost. For the following months of the 
year – ‘till just before Christmas – our 
Sundays are numbered as ‘after Trinity’ or, in 
some churches, ‘after Pentecost’. It seems to 
me a more relaxed time when we can 
contemplate truths found in the Old and New 
Testaments of the Bible afresh. 

 
At St Laurence we are just coming to the 

end of a year of Interregnum. David Martin, 
our Rector, retired at the end of July 2013 
and our two Church Wardens, Michael 
Fletcher –who has just celebrated his 
marriage to Lynda – and Graham Clarke, took 
charge of the church and Parish. Thanks to 

their hard work and with the help and 
support of our Rural Dean, Garth Nathaniel, 
together with clergy and retired clergy in the 
Deanery and our two hard working Lay 
Readers, Dick Russell and Sue Phillips, we 
have been able to maintain our four services 
each Sunday. Many other members of the 
church have taken on extra duties , notably 
Alison Smith who has worked with all the 
couples marrying in our church this year – 
more than we have had in recent years 
thanks to the ‘special measures’ rule.  

 
A team of fourteen man the Parish phone 

each day and the Pastoral Care team have 
been overseeing the care of those in need. 
Members of the Task Committee worked 
hard to provide a profile to be used in the 
appointing of the person to be Priest in 
Charge of St Laurence and a member of the 
Faith in Work Team in Redditch. The Task 
Committee and the Faith in Work Team have 
worked closely together and arrangements 
for interviewing of possible candidates are in 
hand. 

 
So a very big thank you to everyone who 

has played a part in steering St Laurence 
through the Interregnum, with a special 
mention of our Parish Administrator, Ian 
Price, who nobly handles all the office work, 
along with all the Ark bookings.  

 
We look forward to the new appointment 

and to a new phase in the life of the Parish of 

St Laurence, Alvechurch.    
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 ! {ƛƴŎŜǊŜ ¢Ƙŀƴƪ ¸ƻǳ 
tŀǘ ϧ .ŀǎƛƭ .ƻƻǘƘ ǿǊƛǘŜΧ 
 

As we leave Alvechurch to continue our journey, Basil and I 
would like to acknowledge the wealth of friendship and 
fellowship we experienced when you sustained us with your 
payers especially during our health issues. Also a special 
thanks to those who committed their time and creativity to 
supporting Village Messy Church. We have been truly Blessed. 
Thank you. 

 

!ƭǾŜŎƘǳǊŎƘ ±ƛƭƭŀƎŜ {ƻŎƛŜǘȅ 
Ray Yarnell (AVS chairperson) writes... 
 

The July Evening walk will be led by Tony Armond ( 0121 445 
5071 ) at 7.00pm on 9th July, and is ϥϥ! ǿŀƭƪ ŀǊƻǳƴŘ ǘƘŜ 
²ŀǎǘƘƛƭƭǎϥϥ meeting at the Peacock Pub car park. 

 

A Summer Outing is planned for  12th July meeting at 11.00 
am at the Wythall Transport Museum (www.bammot.org.uk), 
where admission charges are £3, £1.50 and £8.00 for adults, 
children and families respectively. Meet us there or ring Ray 
Yarnell ( 0121 445 5739 ) if you need further info or assistance 
in getting to the Museum. 

                                                 

!ƭǾŜŎƘǳǊŎƘ IƛǎǘƻǊƛŎŀƭ {ƻŎƛŜǘȅ 
 

We had a very interesting illustrated talk from Mr Cattell 
about Castles – Private Fortified Residences as he called 
them.  They started to be built in Normandy around 900 AD 
when a Lord decided he was fed up of having his home raided 
and destroyed so he decided to fill in the windows and doors 
of the ground floor and stack the outside walls with mud and 
soil.  He then built the first floor on top with access by a bridge 
from the ground. This way they could raise the bridge up and 
be safer.  It was like a house with a cellar.  This idea was 
brought to England by William the Conqueror. A good talk.  

 

We do not have meetings in July and August and our 
speaker for Monday 1st September will be Mr Skerrett telling 
us about ά¢ƘŜ ƭƛŦŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǎƻƴ ƻŦ ŀ ±ƛƭƭŀƎŜ tƻƭƛŎŜƳŀƴ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ 
мфплΩǎέΦ 

 

Enjoy your summer break and the outings Janette has 
arranged for us in July and August.  See you in September, 
Margaret Gardner (0121 445 1649). 

Huntleys  

Funeral Services  

Serving your community for 130 years  
 

Your local family orientated funeral directors  

of d istinction, offering a traditional and caring 
service with attention to detail  

FOR 24 HOUR IMMEDIATE 

ATTENTION  

01 527 892900  

    12 Feckenham  Road    
Astwood Bank  

Branch also at 

58 Ipsley Street , Redditch  

01527 62106 
Providers of the Perfect Choice Funeral Pla n 
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 Garden Centre  
Opening hours  

Mon- Fri 9 to 5, Sat 10 to 4  
 

  Woodwork  

Packing / assembly 

Landscaping / maintenance  
 

Support your local cha rity which offe rs peop le 

with special needs the opportunity to 

experience the real wo rld of wo rk.  

Wellesbourne Close 
Easemore Road, Redditch 
B98 8ER 
01527 69955  

WHERE NEXT 

ASSOCIATION  

 "Rectory Cottage Bed and Breakfast" 

Old Rectory Lane,  
Alvechurch 

 

offers  
warm and welcoming accommodation, 
with super breakfasts and attractive, 

spacious bedrooms.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Contact Celia on 

0121 445 4824, or visit our website 

www. rectorycottage-alvechurch.co.uk 

 

/ƘƻƻǎƛƴƎ hǳǊ wŜŎǘƻǊ 
! ǇƻŜƳ ōȅ DƻǊŘƻƴ tŀǊǎƻƴǎ 
 

²ƻǳƭŘ ȅƻǳ ōŜ ŀ ƅȅ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ǿŀƭƭΣ 
ǘƻ ƘŜŀǊ ǘƘŜ ƛƴǘŜǊǾƛŜǿΣ ǎŜŜ ǘƘŜ ŎŀƭƭΦ 
hŦ ƻǳǊ ƴŜǿ ƭŜŀŘŜǊΣ Ǉǳǘ ƛƴ ŎƘŀǊƎŜΣ 
ƻŦ ŦŀƛǘƘΣ ǇǊŀȅŜǊ ŀƴŘ ǿƻǊǎƘƛǇΣ ƘŜǊŜ ŀƴŘ ŀǘ ƭŀǊƎŜ Κ 
hŦ ǿƘŀǘŜǾŜǊ ƎŜƴŘŜǊΣ ōŜ ǘƘŜȅ ŜǾŜǊ ǎƻ ƘƛƎƘΣ  
Ƴŀȅ ǘƘŜȅ ŀƭǿŀȅǎ ōŜ ǎŜŜƴ ƴŜǾŜǊ ŜǾŜǊ ŘŜŎŜƛǾŜ ƻǊ ƭƛŜΦ 
²ƛǘƘ ǇǊŜǎŜƴŎŜ ǘƻ ōŜ ǎŜŜƴ ŀōƻǾŜ ǘƘŜ ǇǳƭǇƛǘ ōŀƭǳǎǘǊŀŘŜΣ  
ƭŜǘ ǘƘŜƛǊ ǎŜǊƳƻƴ ǿƻǊŘǎ ǉǳŜƴŎƘ ƻǳǊ ǘƘƛǊǎǘ ƭƛƪŜ ŬȊȊȅ ƭŜƳƻƴŀŘŜΦ 
{ǘŀƴŘƛƴƎ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ǿƛƴƎǎ ƻǊ ŀŘƻǇǝƴƎ ŎŜƴǘǊŜ ǎǘŀƎŜΣ  
Ƴŀȅ ǘƘŜ ƴŜǿ ƛƴŎǳƳōŜƴǘ ƳŀƪŜ ƻǳǊ /ƘǊƛǎǝŀƴ ŦŀƛǘƘ ǘƘŜ ǊŀƎŜΦ 
5Ǌŀǿ ƛƴ ǘƻ {ǘΦ [ŀǳǊŜƴŎŜ /ƘǳǊŎƘ Ŧƻƭƪ ŦǊƻƳ ŦŀǊ ŀƴŘ ƴŜŀǊΣ  
ǘƻ ǎƘŀǊŜ ǘƘŜ Iƻƭȅ {ǇƛǊƛǘ ǘƘŀǘϥǎ ƛƴ ŀōǳƴŘŀƴŎŜ ƘŜǊŜΦ 
CƻǳǊ ǎŜǊǾƛŎŜǎ Ƴƻǎǘ {ǳƴŘŀȅǎΣ ŜŀŎƘ ŎƻƳǇƭŜǘŜ ŀƴŘ ǘǊǳŜΣ  
ǿƻƴϥǘ ȅƻǳ ŎƻƳŜ ŀƴŘ Ƨƻƛƴ ƻǳǊ ǘƘǊƻƴƎΣ ŀǘ ƭŜŀǎǘ ƻƴŜ ǿƛƭƭ ǎǳǊŜƭȅ 
ǎǳƛǘ ȅƻǳΦ 
 

wƘȅǘƘƳ ¢ƛƳŜ ŀǘ ¢ƘŜ !Ǌƪ 
 

Rhythm Time are celebrating over 18 successful years of bring-
ing music, singing, fun, confidence, creativity and co-ordination 
to babies, toddlers and pre-schoolers.   Babies are born with 
many musical abilities but not only this, we understand that 
every child is different and by encouraging and nurturing these 
skills, their all round intelligence will be developed. 
 

Our classes grow with each child and include many activities 
that encourage children to develop their senses, language and 
listening skills as well as confidence and creativity.  It’s a great 
opportunity for the children and their parents/carers/
grandparents to make new friends too.  We play instruments, 
hide under a scarf, count, conduct, jump in puddles, catch  
bubbles, sing and cuddle teddies to sleep,  listen to different 
sounds, learn rhythm patterns, tap out a beat and so much 
more.  We also learn how to interact with others, share, tidy 
away and follow a routine. 
 

We are not just a music class, we are a life skills experience. 
   
Call for a free trial:  
0121 447 7632  
   
or visit our website:  
www.rhythmtime.net  
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²ŜŘŘƛƴƎ .Ŝƭƭǎ 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

It was a very wet Spring bank holiday when Michelle 

Marlow Coles married her fiancé David Wallace in Saint 

Laurence Parish Church on Saturday May 24th. 

 

The Bride is the only daughter of Patricia and James Marlow 

who live in Kidderminster . She was escorted into church on 

the arm of her Father and wore a regency style gown of 

ivory satin with a chiffon coat, and carried a bouquet of 

cream David Austin roses and blue delphiniums. 

 

The groom chose his friend Andrew Charlesworth to be his 

best man, and the ushers were Samuel Coles (son of the 

bride) and Harry Wallace ( son of the groom). 

 

After a reception in The Ark of a high tea, which was 

followed in the evening by hot supper, the couple left for a 

honeymoon in Tunisia. 

They will be making their married home in Lakes Close 

Kidderminster.  

 

 

Kathryn Collinson 
BA Hons, BEd Hons, ALCM 

 
Lessons 

from 
20 minutes 

to 
1 hour 

 
 
Music tuition – All Styles 
¶ Classical, Bass and Electric Guitar 

¶ Piano and Keyboard 

¶ For exams or just for fun 
 

Maths and English Tuition 
¶ SATS / confidence building 

¶ Special needs 

¶ Ages from 5-11 years 
 

Tel: 0121 445 3523 
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The Leys Residential Home  

Old Birmingham Road  

Alvechurch B48 7TQ  

 

Offering a warm, welcoming and caring  

environment for later years.  

For further information, or to arrange 

a visit, please call  

0121 445 5587  

 James Giles  

& Sons 
A FAMILY OWNED FUNERAL DIRECTORS 

ESTABLISHED 1916 
 

Serving all communities 
with dignity and 
understanding 

 

¶ Private Chapel of Rest 

¶ Day and Night Service 

¶ Woodland Burial 

¶ Golden Charter and Help 
the Aged Funeral Plans 

¶ Catering and Floral 
Tributes 

 

Telephone 01527 872318 
24 Stourbridge Road 

Bromsgrove, Worcs, B61 0AE 

aƻŘŜƭ wŀƛƭǿŀȅ 9ȄƘƛōƛǝƻƴ 
5ŀǾƛŘ wƛŎƘƳƻƴŘ ǿǊƛǘŜǎΧ 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

You may have gathered from the cover that the exhibition is 
upon us. 

We will be exhibiting a special layout this year. It is bigger 
than usual, and looks and sounds rather different. Yes, it 
sounds different because most of the locomotives make all 
their own sounds. It will be operated as a Great Western 
branch line used to be, even if it is rather busier. Do feel free 
to ask Nigel and his team any questions.  
 
There will be plenty for all the family to see, even if they are 
not train enthusiasts. All the usual attractions will be there, 
and don't forget there will be refreshments available all day. 
 
I am still able to collect any trains etc; you wish to dispose 
of. Contact me on 0121 445 3569. 
 
²Ŝ ƭƻƻƪ ŦƻǊǿŀǊŘ ǘƻ ǎŜŜƛƴƎ ȅƻǳ ƻƴ Wǳƭȅ мнǘƘΣ ǎƻƳŜǝƳŜ  
ōŜǘǿŜŜƴ млΦолŀƳ ŀƴŘ пΦллǇƳΦ 
 

bŜǿǎ ŦǊƻƳ ǘƘŜ ¢ƻǿŜǊ 
DŜƻũ CǊŀƴƪƭƛƴ ǿǊƛǘŜǎΦΦΦ 

It only seems to have been a couple of weeks since our own 
table top sale but we'll be back in the Ark on July 12th with our 
book stall at the Railway Exhibition. Come along and stock up 
on some holiday reading. 
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Burcot Grange 
Residential 

Care Setting for 
the Elderly 

 
A unique blend of luxury  country  house 
living and quality  forward thinking  care, 
Burcot Grange is the perfect place for 
retirement living. 
 

Long term care 
 

Individua lly designed independent liv ing 

suites 
 

Short stay convalescent and holiday 

accommodation 
 

For more information or to arrange a visit 
go to  www.burcotgrange.com  

Burcot Grange, 23 Greenhill, Burcot, 
Bromsgrove, Worcestershire, B60 1BJ. 

0121 445 5552 admin@burcotgrange.com 

 
±ƛƭƭŀƎŜ aŜǎǎȅ 
/ƘǳǊŎƘ 
 

tŀǘ .ƻƻǘƘ ǿǊƛǘŜǎΧ 
 
Hi ...calling all families who are able to join in some crafts, 
stories and a free tea, all shared at Village Messy 
Church....there are activities for everyone....kids, mums 
and dads, grandparents aunts and uncles and friends and 
neighbours. Come and see for yourselves....if this is your first 
time at Messy Church you will find a 'warm, friendly and full of 
fun' welcome! 
 

Date: Saturday 19th July.....At The Ark...2.30pm start until 
4.30pm....telephone 01527 875 722 for more  
information.....hope to see you.....  
 

²ŜƭƭΣ ƘŀǾŜ ȅƻǳ Ǝƻǘ ȅƻǳǊ ƴŜǿ ǇǊƛŜǎǘ ȅŜǘΚ 
 

Back in May we outlined the timescale for recruitment to St 
Laurence’s new priest in charge, a role to be shared with Faith 
at Work Worcestershire (FWW). Interviews have now taken 
place but no appointment has been made. 
 

Our two organisations worked hard to get to the interviews 
and we had a very good ǇǊƻŎŜǎǎ with writing profiles, short 
listing and setting questions. The interview process went very 
well and had a prayerful consideration to it, the discussion was 
open balanced and fair. However we had all resolved before-
hand we would only appoint if the person was right for all 
concerned. And on full consideration this time round we were 
agreed that we could not make an appointment from the cur-
rent pool. 
 

{ƻ ǿƘŀǘ ƴŜȄǘΚ   
 

Guided and directed by the Diocese, we have decided to pause 
over the summer and re-advertise in September. Of course this 
means that we carry on without a priest, relying on the faithful 
clergy borrowed from other teams, on retired priests, and on 
our home grown lay leadership. It’s a challenge, but one we 
are willing to take on in the belief that out there somewhere is 
the person best suited to this particular role.  
 

The Wardens would like to thank everyone involved in the 
selection and interviewing process for their hard work in 
getting us this far. 
 

If you’d like find out more about the dual role why not join us 
on 13th July for our ‘CƛƴŘ ƻǳǘ aƻǊŜΩ event (see page 9).  
 

The Wardens 
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 CƛƴŘ hǳǘ aƻǊŜ όŀƴŘ ƘŀǾŜ Ŧǳƴ ŀƴŘ ŦƻƻŘ ǘƻƻΗύ 
 

{ǳŜ tƘƛƭƭƛǇǎ  (Chair of Task Group) ǿǊƛǘŜǎΧ 
 

Back in May I wrote about the new partnership being formed 
between our parish and the ecumenical organisation, Faith at 
Work in Worcestershire (FWW) who work as chaplains to local 
industry and commerce. I promised opportunities to meet 
some of the FWW people. Rev Dick Johnson and Rev Phillip 
Jones have now each led some of our regular Sunday services, 
but now it’s time for a two-way exchange. 
 
So if you would you like to find out more about our 
partnership with FWW or the role of a workplace chaplain, 
and how in practice it can be combined with the role of parish 
priest then the next event is for you. 
 
It’s at the ARK on Sunday 13th July, from 12:30pm to 2:30pm. 
We’ll have some food, combined with family fun and time to 
‘find out’ more about FWW.  Members of Faith at Work, some 
of whom are already in shared posts with parishes in 
Worcestershire, are coming to St Laurence’s to talk, share and 
answer questions about how partnership arrangements like 
the one we are entering into here  in Alvechurch and Rowney 
Green actually work on the ground. 

We want it to be an event that is enjoyable and informative 
for all, so there will be fun for families (bouncy castle) good 
food (Bring and Share, so get cooking) and plenty of time for 
informal conversation with a number of folk from FWW.  
 

Please let us know you are coming by calling Annette Thomas 
on 0121 445 5180 with your offer of food, she’s in charge of 
ensuring we don’t end up with 50 chocolate cakes and no 
cheese! There’ll be a bouncy castle for the younger ones and 
places to sit and chat as well as plenty to eat. It’s a great 
opportunity for anyone in the parish to meet with our new 
partners and explore how we can work together. 
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Showroom and Workshop 
338 Alcester Road, Burcot,  

Bromsgrove B60 1BH 

Tel: (01527) 876200 
07710976744  

All Work  
is to the 
Highest 

Standard 

THOMAS 

BROTHERS  

Funeral Directors 

Prepayment Plan,  

Private Chapels,  

"Woodland Burial" 
24 hour Personal Service 

 

A family-owned funeral directors 
offering a friendly, dignified service, 

paying attention to detail. 
 

Tel: 01527 547777 
494 Evesham Road 

Crabbs Cross, Redditch 
S.A.I.F. 

12A Red Lion Street 
Alvechurch   B48 7LF 
0121 445 3422 
S.A.I.F. 

/ƻƳƳŜƳƻǊŀǝƻƴ ƻŦ 
²ƻǊƭŘ ²ŀǊ м  
 

!ƭƛǎƻƴ {ƳƛǘƘ ŀƴŘ  
!ƴƴŜ IǳƳǇƘǊƛŜǎ ǿǊƛǘŜΧ 
 
 
There will be a service of commemoration at St Laurence 
Church on Sunday 3 August at 11 a.m.  to mark the 100th  
anniversary of the start of the First World War, and all are 
welcome. This will be an additional opportunity for us to 
remember all those from the Alvechurch area who fought 
in, or who were affected by, the war.   
 

There will be hymns, readings, prayers and the reading of 
the names of those who died, with the opportunity to lay 
sprigs of rosemary at the war memorial in their memory.  
 
Coffee will be available in the Ark from 10.30am before the 
service, and an exhibition will tell the stories of some of 
the Alvechurch men who died.  
 

At  St Laurence Church (and as mentioned in the May 
Grapevine), poppy seeds have been planted at the base of 
the tower by children from the Sunday Club, and to the 
right of the porch by Mark and Gillian Sheppard, who have 
made many visits to World War 1 cemeteries and  
battlefields.  
 
 

¢ƘŜ !Ǌƪ /ŀŦŞ 

 
 
 
The Café will be holding the Beef Carvery Lunch on 3rd July 
as has previously been advertised. Then it will be closed on 
10th and 17th July. 
 
The café will reopen on 24th July and will remain open 
until 28th August when we shall have our light lunches 
with salads and cold sweets for the rest of the summer.  
 
As there is no café on the 10th July we are Spring cleaning 
the kitchen on that morning. Any volunteers who would 
like to help please come along at 10am.  
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YƛŘǎ /ƻǊƴŜǊ 
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/ƻƴƎǊŀǘǳƭŀǝƻƴǎΗ 
 

Many congratulations from all your 
family and friends to our Churchwarden 
Mick Fletcher and Lynda Bill who  
married at St Laurence church at  
Saturday 14th June 2014. 
 

May you have a long and happy life 
together.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

{ǘ [ŀǳǊŜƴŎŜ ²ƻƳŜƴΩǎ CŜƭƭƻǿǎƘƛǇ 
 

At our last meeting in May Maureen Sutherland gave us a thought  
provoking talk on her experiences in donating one of her kidneys to the 
son of a close friend. 
 
On July 23rd local lady Cheryl Godfrey will be telling us of her adventures  
άCǊƻƳ ǘƘŜ /ƻǘǎǿƻƭŘǎ ǘƻ /ƻǎǘŀ 5Ŝƭ {ƻƭ ŀƴŘ .ŀŎƪέΦ  
 
August 19th a date for your diary. We shall be holding another Charity Tea - “Tea and Tray 
Bakes” - this year in aid of The County Air Ambulance, in the Ark starting at 2.30pm. There 
will be the usual Bring & Buy Stall and a Raffle. Please join us if you can - a good afternoon 
for Tea and Natter! 
 
Our monthly meetings are held in the Tanyard Centre at 2pm. Come along you will be most 
welcome. 
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hōƛǘǳŀǊƛŜǎ 
 

9ŘǿŀǊŘ WŀƳŜǎ {ǘŀƴǘƻƴ Ψ¢ŜŘΩ 
 

A well-known man who lived 
for most of his life in 
Blythesway and was the life 
and soul of many a party, died 
on 5 April at the age of 86. 
 

Edward James Stanton, who 
was known as “Ted” in order 

to distinguish him from his son who was also 
called Edward, was born in Hockley, 
Birmingham on 5 March 1928.  He was one of 
three brothers.  Harry, his older brother, 
survives him but his other brother, Richard, 
died a while ago.  His parents kept a corner-
shop and he had a happy childhood. 
 

He excelled at school. A school report says 
ά!ōƻǾŜ ŀǾŜǊŀƎŜ ƛƴǘŜƭƭƛƎŜƴŎŜ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ǘƻǇ ŎƭŀǎǎέΦ   
He won essay competitions and gained a prize 
for a talk on food hygiene. Upon leaving school 
he was offered an architectural apprenticeship 
on account of his draughtsmanship skills, but he 
chose, instead, to work for the Austin Motor 
Company as a press toolmaker.  He remained at 
The Austin for fifty years, apart from his 
National Service in the Fleet Air Arm at HMS 
Culdrose, Helston, Cornwall.  Here he met Edith 
whom he married in 1952. 
 

He shared fifty-one years of married life with 
Edith and was devastated when she died in 
2003.  He was the father of three children – 
Edward, Greg and Jennifer – and grandfather to 
four grandchildren: Victoria, Clare, Tom and 
Lottie. 
 

His first married home was in Dockar Road, 
Northfield, but he soon relocated to the newly-
built houses in Blythesway Alvechurch.  He was 
a member of Longbridge Cricket Club, played 
snooker at the Working Men’s Club and Barnt 
Green Social Club and was a regular at The 
Crown, Withybed Green. He also distributed 
Meals on Wheels to the elderly and 
housebound. 
 

He helped at The Lawns Residential Home, 
singing and calling numbers at the monthly 

bingo sessions. He assisted at the monthly Holy 
Communion Service there also, reading the 
lesson and leading the singing.  He was a 
faithful worshipper at St Laurence Church and 
acted as a waiter at the weekly Ark café. 
He was the life and soul of any party.  He would 
break into song at the slightest provocation – 
or, indeed, no provocation at all – and he loved 
to dance.  He was a friend to anyone and 
everyone and helped out whenever he could.  
He will be remembered as a generous, 
intelligent, sensitive and selfless man who 
touched many lives for the good. 
 

His influence for good was reflected in the large 
congregation that gathered in St Laurence 
Church on Friday 25 April for his funeral.  The 
service was led by the former Rector, the 
Reverend David Martin, and the hymns sung 
were [ƻǊŘ ƻŦ ŀƭƭ ƘƻǇŜŦǳƭƴŜǎǎΣ .Ŝ ǎǝƭƭ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ 
ǇǊŜǎŜƴŎŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ [ƻǊŘ and ¸ƻǳ ǎƘŀƭƭ Ǝƻ ƻǳǘ ǿƛǘƘ 
Ƨƻȅ.  A private family committal was held at 
Redditch Crematorium followed by 
refreshments in The Ark. 
 

DL[[L!b a!w¸ IL/YLb όƴŜŜ LbDw!aύ 
 

Gill was born in 1951 the youngest of 8 
children, (actually she was 20 minutes older 
than her twin brother).  Gill was born in Latimer 
Road, and lived most of her life there but 
moved to Redditch in 2001. She will be 
remembered as a fun loving girl, and ready to 
help people. 
 

After leaving school she had various jobs, one at 
the Austin as a Punch Card Operator, Cadbury’s 
which all her friends and family loved for the 
cheap chocolates then Hopwood Park Services, 
and her last job was at Radley in the kitchens 
making the pies etc. 
 

Gill had a holiday of a life time going to 
Australia for a month in December 2012 to visit 
her nephew and family. She had a wonderful 
time seeing all the sites. Her only worry was 
that her dog, Tiny would still remember her 
when she got back. 
 

Her funeral was held at Redditch Crematorium 
on Wednesday 11th June and the hymn sung 
was “WŜǊǳǎŀƭŜƳέΦ   
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CƭƻǿŜǊǎ ŦƻǊ Wǳƭȅ нлмп 

Ann Thurrell 
0121 4477668 

From The Registers  

.ŀǇǝǎƳǎ 
²Ŝ ǿŜƭŎƻƳŜ ȅƻǳ ƛƴǘƻ ǘƘŜ [ƻǊŘΩǎ ŦŀƳƛƭȅ 
 

tƘƻǘƻƎǊŀǇƘǎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ƴŜǿƭȅ-ōŀǇǝȊŜŘ Ŏŀƴ ōŜ ŦƻǳƴŘ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ŎƘǳǊŎƘ  
ǿŜōǎƛǘŜ - www.alvechurch-stlaurence.org  
 

June 22 Isabel Chadderton  

CǳƴŜǊŀƭǎ ŀƴŘ /ǊŜƳŀǝƻƴǎ 
aŀȅ ǘƘŜȅ ǊŜǎǘ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ǇŜŀŎŜ ƻŦ /ƘǊƛǎǘ 
 

June 11 Gillian Mary Hickin (nee Ingram) 
June 19 Robert ‘Bob’ Young 

aŀǊǊƛŀƎŜǎ 
¢ƘƻǎŜ ǿƘƻƳ DƻŘ Ƙŀǎ ƧƻƛƴŜŘ ǘƻƎŜǘƘŜǊ 
 

June 7  Glenn Harris & Sophie Bevan 
June 14 James Collett & Lisa Clarke 
June 14 Michael Fletcher & Lynda Bill 
June 21 Daniel Wolstencroft & Rianne Ward 

  6 July 13 July 20 July 27 July 

Sanctuary  Lynda Wolstencroft Rosina Spreckley  

Lady Chapel  Lynda Wolstencroft Rosina Spreckley  

In memory of  Barbara Parsons  Pat Spreckley  
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Rector To be confirmed, The Rectory, School Lane, 445 1087 

       stlaurencealvechurch@yahoo.co.uk 
Licensed Lay Ministers Mr Dick Russell, 2 Gothic Cottages, Radford Rd, 445 3083 

  Ms Sue Phillips, Withybed Green, 445 3620 
Authorised Lay Ministers Mrs Helena Allen,  117 Birmingham Road, 445 5605 

 Mr Phil Burgess, Highlands, School Lane, 447 7468 

 Mr Graham Clark, The Coach House, School Lane, 445 2547 

 Ms Gloria Wilson, 11 Bear Hill Drive, 445 1854 

 Mrs Philippa Brakes, 56 Callow Hill Road, 445 3983 
 Mrs Lynne Clark, The Coach House, School Lane, 445 2547 
 Mrs Jayne Burgess, Highlands, School Lane, 447 7468 
 Mrs Annette Thomas, 8 Snake Lane, 445 5180 

Churchwardens Mr Graham Clark, The Coach House, School Lane, 445 2547 

 Mr Mick Fletcher, 13 Red Lion Street, 447 8451 

Deputy Wardens Mr Colin Bennett, 122 Redditch Road, 01527 64077 
 Mr Andy Humphries, Sunnymead, Station Road, 445 5955 

  Mr David Richmond, The Ferns, Chapel Lane, 445 3569 
  Mrs Alison Smith, 12 Hollington Road, 447 7293 

PCC Secretary Mrs Enid Brumsen, 32 Callow Hill Road, 445 0663  
PCC Treasurer Mr Graham Clark, The Coach House, School Lane, 445 2547 

Organist & Choirmaster Mr David Richmond, The Ferns, Chapel Lane,445 3569 

Electoral Roll Officer Mrs Janet Wright, 28 Callow Hill Road, 445 4335 
Tower Captain Mr Colin Bennett, 122 Redditch Road ,01527 64077 
Singing Group Mrs Lynda Wolstencroft, 49 Hinton Avenue, 445 3212 

Mum’s the Word Mrs Kate Grove, 07773509390 
Flower Co-ordinator Mrs Ann Thurrell, Top Barn, Scarfield Hill, 447 7668 

Women’s Fellowship Mrs Jill Woolley, 111 Birmingham Road, 445 2125 
Ark Booking Secretary ) Mr Ian Price, The Ark, School Lane, 447 7955 

& Grapevine advertising  )      thearkalvechurch@yahoo.co.uk 

Grapevine Editor)  
  

CƛƴŀƴŎŜ ŀƴŘ {ǘŀƴŘƛƴƎ /ƻƳƳƛǧŜŜ  ¢ŀǎƪ /ƻƳƳƛǧŜŜ  

Graham Clark Mick Fletcher Jill Woolley Bob Dale 
Alison Smith Bob Dale Alison Smith Sue Phillips 

Janet Wright  Martin Allen  

/ƘƛƭŘǊŜƴ ŀƴŘ ¸ƻǳǘƘ  /ƻƳƳƛǧŜŜ tŜǊǳ ŀƴŘ aƛǎǎƛƻƴŀǊȅ /ƻƳƳƛǧŜŜ 
Martin Allen Mick Fletcher Sue Phillips Dick Russell 
Thomas Birchall Lynne Clark Gordon Parsons Margaret Haste 
   
.ǳƛƭŘƛƴƎǎΣ CŀōǊƛŎ ŀƴŘ /ƘǳǊŎƘȅŀǊŘ  /ƻƳƳƛǧŜŜ   

Mick Fletcher Colin Bennett   

David Richmond Jill Woolley  
Janet Wright Andy Humphries  
    

PCC Special Responsibilities  

Whoõs who 

mailto:stlaurencealvechurch@yahoo.co.uk
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Calendar for JULY 
 

 
 
 
 
 
Thursday 3 9.30am   Mums The Word: The Ark 
  12.15pm   Ark Café:  Beef Carvery Lunch (Ticket only £10 - SOLD OUT) 
 
Monday 7 2.00pm   Forget-Me-Nots: The Ark 
 
Wednesday 9 7.00pm   Alvechurch Village Society: ! ǿŀƭƪ ŀǊƻǳƴŘ ²ŀǎǘƘƛƭƭǎΥ  
     meet at the Peacock Pub car park 
 
Thursday 10 9.30am   Mums The Word: The Ark 
  10.15am   Tiny Tots Service: Church 
     No café today 
 
Saturday 12 10.30am   Model Railway Exhibition: Church and The Ark 
 
Sunday 13 12.30pm    Faith at Work in Worcestershire (FWW): Family fun afternoon 
      with Bouncy Castle. Bring food to share: The Ark 
 
Monday 16 AUGUST GRAPEVINE GOES TO PRESS 
 
Thursday 17 9.30am   Mums The Word: The Ark 
     No café today 
 
Saturday 19 2.30pm   Village Messy Church: The Ark 
 
Monday 21 2.00pm   Forget-Me-Nots: The Ark 
 
Wednesday 23 2.00pm   St Laurence Women’s Fellowship: Talk by Cheryl Godfrey: 
     ΨCǊƻƳ ǘƘŜ /ƻǘǎǿƻƭŘǎ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ /ƻǎǘŀ 5Ŝƭ {ƻƭ ŀƴŘ ōŀŎƪΩ: Tanyard Centre 
 
Thursday 24 9.30am    Mums The Word: The Ark 
  12.15pm    Ark Café:  Summer Salad 
 

 

HARLEQUIN PRINT LTD, 26 Castle Road, Kings Norton Business Park, Birmingham, B30 3HZ. 


