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St Laurence Church Alvechurch

In person church services
Please see page 6 for a list of our services for March

Online services
The last online service was on 18 July 2021. You can view all the
previous services on our YouTube channel -
www.youtube.com/channel UCVQ6tgn7g6qT7vJ1Rh3vxpg

You can access various prayer, bible reading, reflection and worship
links on our website by visiting -
http://www.alvechurch-stlaurence.org/resources

The Churchwardens may be contacted by telephoning 0121 445 1087
or emailing - stlaurencealvechurch@yahoo.co.uk

GROUPS
Sunday Club - Sundays during term time 9.30am Church & Ark

Choir - Thursdays at 7.45pm in Church (445 3569)

Bellringers - Sundays at 10.45am
Tuesday Practice at 7.30pm (01527 64077)

Ark Tots and Toddlers - Thursdays 9.30am to 11.00am in The Ark
Tiny Tots Service - 10.45am 1st Thursday of the month
(sarah100work@gmail.com)

THE ARK
Enquiries to lan Price 0121 447 7955 (admin@thearkalvechurch.co.uk)

Registered as a Charity in England and Wales: Charity Number 1131783
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By the time you read this, | am hoping we
are all gradually emerging from our winter/
covid hibernation. It seems a shame that
for several months of the year in Britain, all
neighbours see of each other is blue faces
and frozen smiles as we rush from car to
house, focussed on finding heat and
comfort food, preferably chocolate.

Then gradually, the odd warmer day begins
to thaw us; we glance up into a blue sky
where the sun actually has some warmth
and hope stirs a new energy in us and in all
of nature, the whole of God’s wonderful
creation.

For those who have been locked in with a
sense of frustration over some difficulty or
locked into a seemingly never ending cycle
of grief or despair, the feeling of warmth on
skin offers change. God’s warmth, the
unconditional love of his Holy Spirit can
thaw the most intransigent block of icy
despair inside us. Whatever our difficulties,
God is bigger and more powerful than
anything the world can throw at us, even
imminent world war three, and yet is closer
and more intimate than our dearest family
and friends. He knows us better, he loves
us more, he will never give up on us.

As the earth turns and the sun shines
warmer, let’s reach out to each other and
let that warmth heal hurts and divisions,
grow relationships and bless our village.

Philippa Brakes writes...

In a world of division and strife

May we bring unity and peace

In a country where judgement is rife
May we bring loving acceptance

In a village with so many needs

May we bring the joy of sharing

In families where troubles bring pain
May we bring help and support

In hearts that are aching for meaning

May God pour out life changing love.

Spring is in the air, or just around the corner
— Easter and the joy of resurrection and
renewal is coming. Jesus is with us and all
are welcome to come and celebrate with us
each Sunday at the church on the hill. It is
placed there for good reason; you have to
look up to see it and | think that’s what God
wants us to do — look up, look outwards and
go forwards. God bless.




AS TIME GOES BY

Suppliers of Headstones,
Cremation Tablets and
renovation work

KEVIN PORTER
Tel: 01527 550505
Mobile: 07835 523640
Email:
kfporter@blueyonder.co.uk
Website:
www.astimegoesby.org.uk

Unit 5, Dunlop Road, Hunt End Ind
Est, Redditch, Worcs, Bg7 5XP

THOMAS BROTHERS

An Independent Famify Owned Funeral Directors

Family owned funeral homes in Redditch,
Bromsgrove, Wythall, Alvechurch &
Alcester. We provide a friendly, dignified

service paying special attention to detail.
REDDITCH BROMSGROVE
01527 547777 01527 83170

WYTHALL ALVECHURCH ALCESTER
01564 822001 0121 445 3422 01789 330939

;, _.w 1

“A famny concern” g
WWW. thomasbrothﬁrs.co.uk
brothers.co.uk|

A, Dodlon

* MEMORIALS *
Additional Inscriptions
& Renovations

All Work
is to the
Highest
Standard

BRAMM

Showroom and Works hop
338 Alcester Road, Burcot,
Bromsgrove B60 1BH
Tel: (01527) 876200
07710976744

"3 I during this period. That remains open as normal.
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BE AWARE — ROADWORKS

|

|

|

|

|

I School Lane, Alvechurch will be closed from 21st
: February until 25th March, due to gas main

| replacement by Cadent Gas. The work is being
I carried out Monday to Friday 7am to 7pm only.
|
|
|
|
|
|
|

Marshalls will be provided at each end of School
Lane to allow residents access and exit at the
closure points.

It’s therefore advisable, anyone visiting St
| Laurence Church or The Ark should use Bear Hill

Drivers Wanted %
For Local %Lu’ 0 ’ [
Community commuwmmspg
Transport

BluWave run a community transport service for residents
of Bromsgrove and Redditch Districts and surrounding
areas who are unable to access public transport because
of illness, age or through lack of accessible public
transport. We take them to medical appointments and
health and wellbeing classes which helps with isolation. It
has been a challenging few years but we continued to
operate in a reduced capacity helping anyone with
emergency appointments.

Now we are getting back to pre-Covid journeys we
desperately need more volunteer drivers, to help with
the increased demand in getting residents of Alvechurch
and surrounding areas to their appointments.

We would love you to join our team: Call Carole: 01527
759650 or email: volunteers@bluwave.org.uk




Alvechurch Village Soaety

Gerard Nash writes...

WALKS

March 6th 2pm

There and back again, around Alvechurch
Meet at Tanyard Lane car park

Led by Nickie Thomas: 07740 463509

April 3rd 2pm

A spring-time wildlife walk

Meet at The Crown car park, Withybed
Led by Mary Green 0121 445 5957

Walks are held at 2pm of the first Sunday of the month
unless noted otherwise. For walks starting outside the
village, contact the walk leader if you need a lift. Weather
conditions occasionally mean that a walk must be
cancelled: check with the leaders if necessary.

EVENTS & TALKS
Talks are held in the Village hall, starting at 7:30pm. £1 for
members and £2 for guests, including a drink and biscuit.

Wednesday March 23rd
Annual General Meeting : Village Hall, 7.30pm

Sunday April 10th
Litter picking family session: The Square, 10am to 12.30pm

Wednesday April 20th

Is my garden good enough: Village Hall, 7.30pm
An illustrated talk by Dave Morgan,

National Garden Scheme County organiser

Join the Society to support your local community

The quality of life in the Alvechurch, Rowney Green,
Hopwood, Weatheroak and Bordesley area is praised by
many, but cannot be taken for granted. The AVS works to
maintain this quality and while volunteers do all the work,
we rely on the annual membership to maintain our
programme of walks, talks and social events.

If you want to support us and join the Society, our member-
ship is only £10 per year (£5 for young adults 14-20 years).
Please check that you have renewed your membership:
subscription runs from January to December.

You can get more information from our website:
www.alvechurchvs.org or contact the society chairperson:
chairalvechurchvillagesociety@gmail.com

Quality Carpenter
& Joiner

For all your building
needs, Furniture, Fire
Surrounds & fittings

RICHARD BENNETT

Peacehaven, Grange
Lane, Alvechurch,
Birmingham, B48 7DJ

Phone: 01527 66774
Mobile: 07966229582

Spring View Care
Nursing Home

Spring View Care provides small
homely nursing home where our
residents are at the heart of
everything. We aim to provide
nursing homes where we ourselves
would be happy to stay.

We operate two high quality Nursing
Homes:

1: Grosvenor House in Alvechurch
2: Tutnall Hall in Bromsgrove
To arrange a visit call
Tel: 0121 445 0033
www.springviewcare.co.uk

MORTONS

FUNERAL DIRECTORS

Prearrange Your Funeral

Be sure of your funeral
arrangements, with or
without prepayment.

Contact us for more information

Telephone: 0121 453 9111
www.mortonsfunerals.co.uk
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. d
JUST \ LEGAL
WILLS \ERVICES

Jane Villarreal
12 years experience in Wills,
Trusts, Lasting Powers of
Attorney, Inheritance Tax
Planning and Estate
Administration
Affiliate member of the Society
of Trust & Estate Practitioners
Free home visits or zoom
meetings with no obligation

Tel: 07988 896279
Email: jvillarreal@jwals.co.uk

E

THE LAWNS

ResipeNTIAL Caxe

Exceptional quality
accommodation for senior
adults and the elderly.

24 hour care from
professional, caring staff.

All set within beautiful
gardens and terraces.

School Lane, Alvechurch, B48 7SB
Tel: 0121 445 4098
Fax: 0121 445 4544
www.thelawnscare.co.uk

“p,
“CArpErs
* CARPET & UPHOLSTERY
-!r S"(‘lt‘tl”\
ERCIAL

+ ECO FRIENDLY
FAMILY RUN SINCE 1980
0121 445 4247

07748 801658

www.WainwrightsCarpetCleaning.co.uk
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St Laurence Church
Services for March

We are planning the following Sunday
church services in March, subject to
any current restrictions:

6 March

Family Communion service 9.30am
Morning Prayer 11.15am

13 March

Family service 9.30am

Morning Prayer 11.15am

20th March

Family service 9.30am

Communion Service 11.15am

27th March

Mothering Sunday Service 9.30am
Mothering Sunday Service 11.15am

Alvechurch WI

Pam Horsfield writes...

el

Despite not meeting in January, a few INSPIRING WOMEN

members and friends still got together on
the third Monday for a friendly afternoon chat, and this
will be followed later in February by going to another
member’s house. However as soon as the weather
improves we’ll be starting our monthly short walks again
and will post these on our Wl information board by the
fish and chip shop.

At the February meeting on the 14th, we welcomed
members and visitors, including Helen, one of our WI
advisors. We all enjoyed a fish and chip supper before our
previous president Julie gave us a talk about St Valentine
and Marilyn Crawford gave the vote of thanks.

There are so many interesting WI courses and visits
coming up which are offered by County WI, including a
visit to Water Perry Gardens in April. Also locally the
library is offering to help with a beginners’ computer
course. So much to do....we’re very lucky!

Our March meeting will be on Monday March 14th at
7:30pm in the Village Hall when our speaker will be talking
on ‘Sign Language.’ Do come and join us. We hope you’ll
feel welcome.



Hillside @
Alvechurch WI

Jacqueline Hollingworth
writes...

el

INSPIRING WOMEN

Our February meeting was the first of 2022, and it was
nice to see everyone after the Christmas break.

The first meeting after Christmas is usually a silent
auction which indeed this was, and is always good fun.
The tables were full of nice items to bid for, and at the
end of the evening a pleasing sum was raised which goes
towards WI funds.

Our afternoon tea at the Potting Shed, planned for
January, had to be postponed, but has been rescheduled
for March, we are looking forward to that.

We have been collecting monthly donations for
ACWW, and as a substantial amount has now been
raised it is to be sent to WFWI at the end of March.

Ladies made their choices from the list of 4 resolutions,
all very worthwhile causes, being put forward this year.

The most popular resolution goes forward to be decided
upon at the AGM later in the year.

Our Programme for 2022 is nearly completed and
contains some interesting topics and speakers.

The usual lovely refreshments followed, and the
evening ended on a high note at about 9.30pm.

The March meeting on the 2nd is about the history of the
Birmingham Hippodrome by Ivan Heard, why not come
and join us?

All welcome at The Ark, St Laurence Church on the first
Wednesday in the month 7.30pm start. For information
Pat McDonagh 0121 628 4121.

James Giles

and Sons Ltd

Est1910

The Complete
Allow our family to Care for your familsy

@

Funenal Directors

BROMSGROVE &

VDL ’
01527 872318 01627 852213 ..

jamesgilesandsonsitd.co.uk

Design and Print « Office Supplies
Workwear « Promotional Products
« Stock and Distribution
« Facilities Management

ham B4 4TS

PEOPLE
e Your local [oicd)
=" FLECTRICIAN

Fault Finding/ Repairs

Extra Lights and Sockets

New Fuse Boards

Rewires

Landlord Inspections

Qualified Electrician

Free Quotes

Fully Insured

Tidy Work

Reliable Service

Satisfaction Guaranteed
Call Nat on:

01527 878316 or 07791 923459

www.njmelectrical.com
WEAGEEPT DERITAND CREDIT CARD PAYMENTS lﬂ =
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ACCUO ACCOUNTING
LIMITED
CHARTERED ACCOUNTANTS

40 BEAR HILL, ALVECHURCH

TELEPHONE O121 445 2445
Email: david@accuo.co.uk
Website: www.accuo.couk

We offer a comprehensive service
including book-keeping, payroll,
VAT, accounts and taxation for
sole traders, partnerships,
chanties and knuted comparues.

Contact David or Susan Seeley to
discuss how we can help you.

ADVERTISE HERE

Just £150 for 12 months
(other options available)
Reach readers in
Alvechurch, Rowney
Green, and surrounding
areas and online.

For more details contact
lan Price on 0121 447 7955
or email -
admin@thearkalvechurch.co.uk

Alvechurch Historical Society

The monthly meetings are held in the main

hall at The Ark, St Laurence Church starting at
7.45pm.

PROGRAMME 2022
7 March
James Brindley: The First Canal Engineer
Roy Murphy
4 April
Medicine & Surgery
Paul Harding & Helen Lee (Discover History)

We look forward to seeing current members
and welcoming new visitors.

Please contact Anne Humphries 0121 445
5955 if you need to confirm that meetings are
going ahead as planned.

Luxury
Care Home
in Burcot

C

CINNAMON

Burcot Grange &
The Lodge
Tel: 0121 445 5552
Tel: 0121 269 1237

cinnamoncc.com/burcot

Barnt Green Friendship Group

This group meets on the second Tuesday in
each month at 2.15 pm at the Friends Meeting
House, Sandhills Road, Barnt Green. Visitors
and new members are always
welcome, it’s £3 for visitors to include tea and
biscuits. More information from Rosalind on
0121 445 0598.

Our programme for the next three month is as
follows:
8th March - Colin Mallett: Worcester
Porcelain and Quiz
12th April - Mary Green: Wildlife
10th May - Terry Green: Hedgehogs
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Rowney Green Horticultural Society

Lindsay Smith writes...

Rowney Green Horticultural Society meets at The Village Hall
on the second Thursday of each month at 7.15pm.

On 10th March 2022 we welcome lan Sadler and his topic is
The Dutch Auction ay Aaismeerk and the 500 nurseries at
Boskoop. lan started in horticulture with a three year
apprenticeship in 1973 for The production of Hardy Plants at
Blakedown Nurseries and then studied at Pershore

College gaining an ‘Ordinary National Diploma of Horticul-
ture’. He spent 18 months in New Jersey USA at Wells Nurse-
ry under the amazing James Wells who at the time was a
world leader in Plant Propagation principles. The nursery
mostly grew Rhododendrons. lan returned to the UK working
as Nursery Manager at various Garden centres and a large
commercial landscape division. lan is now an Independent
Horticultural advisor to UK Garden Centres and Landscape
companies with much of his time spent managing sales to
Garden Centre throughout the UK and Ireland for a large
Germany nursery “Heinje Baumschle”.

Guests are always welcome £3.50 including refreshment. For
more information please do not hesitate to contact Lindsay
Smith on 01527 592874.

Bishop John's Lent Appeal

For our partner Diocese of Morogoro in Tanzania.

The pandemic has meant a particularly difficult time for the
Diocese of Morogoro, but in recent months, Bishop Godfrey
has created a number of new parishes.

The Diocese is looking to become self-supporting and is hop-
ing to open an education and conference centre which can
hired by others — Baraka House (Blessing House).

Bishop Godfrey said: “The diocese has a remarkable location
for business site in Morogoro. All funding to build Baraka
House is coming from parishioners with each parish assigned
a specific target for an annual contribution. Covid-19,
drought and flood have all affected harvests and therefore
reduced incomes, but we are not discouraged - God is
strengthening our parishioners and clergy to meet this goal.
It is with great gratitude that we receive news of this heart-
touching appeal for Lent. The parishes of Morogoro and par-
ishes of Worcester are now holding hands together for the
Baraka House project.”

Once Lent begins, you will be able to donate to Bishop John’s
Lent Appeal on the diocesan website.

Ay Greavée

SCHOOL OF DANCE AND FITNESS

Dance classes for all ages and in
a variety of styles.

A safe, nurturing and fun
environment where dancers can
learn and grow.

Call: 07979408997
W: www.amygreavesschoolofdance.com

E: amygreavesl@hotmail.co.uk

Based in Hopwood, Longbridge &
Bournville

THE ARK

YOUR IDEAL CHILDREN’S
PARTY VENUE

BOOK NOW!!
Contact: lan Price, The Ark, St
Laurence Church, School Lane,

Alvechurch, B48 7BS
Telephone: 0121 447 7955
(Mon to Fri 9am - 2pm)
E-mail -
admin@thearkalvechurch@co.uk
Website -
www.thearkalvechurch.co.uk

W F Kelly Decorators

Interior / Exterior
Long established
one-man business.
Book early for exterior work.
No scaffolding unless
required, old school ladder
work.No obligation
FREE estimates.
Call Liam on
Tel: 0121 445 1265
Mob: 07976 574878

12 Warbank Close,
Alvechurch, B48 7PA

Est 1981 ,
A
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A February Wedding

Michael Battieste-Spence, a sales consultant and Carly Smart,
now a private care assistant met over canteen lunches when
they worked together four and a half years ago. An instant
friendship blossomed into love which was cemented into
marriage at their wedding at St Laurence’s Church, Alvechurch
on Saturday 12" February 2022 at noon.

Carly, the daughter of Jennifer Smart & Carl Williams was given

away by her step-father, Oliver Smart. Carly wore a full length dress with lace overlay,
three quarter length illusion sleeves, cathedral train with lace applique & trim, a diamond
belt and full length veil. Sister Heather Gair was Maid-of-Honour with Carly’s other sister,
Beth Smart as bridesmaid. Carly’s sons, Ethan & Alfie Averill together with nephew, Harry
Gair, were Page boys with Ethan taking on the responsibility of delivering the rings to
Revd. Gail Rogers who officiated over the ceremony.

Michael, the son of Veronica Battieste and Peter Spence chose close friends Jay & Lee as
best men. Carly’s sister Heather and best man, Lee Mills witnessed the marriage. Carly’s
cousin, Danny Hale, sang the Beyoncé version of Ave Maria during the signing of the
marriage document.

The wedding reception for family and friends, took place in the function room at the Red
Lion just a short walk from the church. Following the reception, Carly & Michael were due
to stay in the Peacock suite at Warwick Castle before being whisked off on a surprise
honeymoon gifted by Oliver Smart and step-mother Justine Jenks.

The couple will make their married home in the centre of Alvechurch.
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Kids Corner
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GOING STIR (RAZY? HERE'S SOMETHING TO REALLY CHEER You UP IN 2022! (&)

¥ __the
Seasons
Art Clas:s y

LEARN TO PAINT & DRAW
PEOPLE & PLACES
QOver the 14 week course you will
explore four different media: Drawing,
Painting with Watercolour, Acrylics,
and Qil Pastels. Discover how to paint
faces, figures, beautiful landscapes,
animals, birds, still life and much more!
Learn artists’ secrets needed to create
beautiful pieces of original art.

HAVE FUN MEET wat

NEW FRIENDS ! \ |
Evenifyouhave ; ,
never picked up a »

1 :.a,nl:“*

brush before, we will 24

' guide you throughto '

‘make iteasy and fun! S
On completion of ;
the course you will - 1
have 12 pieces of w
original art to cherish

- forever. This is an extremely enjoyable

way to develop your creative side, and
really enjoy the next few months.

STRICTLY LIMITED PLACES

To maintain a high standard of tuition,
our classes are kept small — so available
places are strictly limited!

PLACES LIMITED. PLEASE CALL NOW FOR
MORE DETALLS AND A FRIENDLY CHAT.

 ALVECHURCH 0121251 0080

AN




BELLRINGERS

TABLE TOP SALE

(in aid of the church clock fund)

day 9th April 10.00am to 2.00pm

Tables £5 available from
Michael on 447 7709

Bellringer’s Table Top Sale

Michael Davenport writes...
The Bellringers are holding a Table Top Sale in the Ark on
Saturday, April 9th from 10am until 2pm. The last one we
held in the Ark took place in 2019.

We do hope you will be able to support this event and |
would confirm that all the proceeds will be going towards
the Church Clock Restoration Fund.

If you would like to book a table, please contact Michael
Davenport on 0121 447 7709.




Alvechurch Historical Society

The monthly meetings are held in the main hall at The Ark, St Laurence
Church starting at 7.45pm.

I

I

I

|

|

I

: Our next meeting on Monday 7th March 2022.

I James Brindley: The first canal engineer: Speaker Roy Murphy
I
I
I
|
|
I
I
I

We look forward to seeing current members and welcoming new
visitors. In case of any future changes due to Covid please contact Anne
Humphries 0121 445 5955 if you need to confirm that meetings are
going ahead.

Text Giving for St Laurence Church

Help to preserve the church for future generations by making a donation to the mission
and ministry of St Laurence’s.

You can make a donation with a quick and simple text message
Text "STLALVECHURCH 5" to 70085 to donate £5

Texts cost £5 plus one standard rate message

Text "STLALVECHURCH 10" to 70085 to donate £10

Texts cost £10 plus one standard rate message

Text "STLALVECHURCH 20" to 70085 to donate £20

Texts cost £20 plus one standard rate message

Or you can also make a donation by scanning this QR code
with your mobile phone

Or please send a cheque payable to Alvechurch PCC, posted to
our parish office address at The Ark, St Laurence Church,
School Lane, Alvechurch, Birmingham B48 7SB.

Or, if you would like to set up a direct debit (under the Parish Giving Scheme), this can
now be done over the telephone — please leave a brief message on our church answer-
phone (0121 445 1087), or email the church email address -
(stlaurencealvechurch@yahoo.co.uk), with your name and telephone number, so that
our church treasurer may contact you.

With our thanks and prayers.

Alvechurch PCC - Registered charity number 1131783
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Being on a journey
of change

The Archbishop of York recently described
the journey of change as more like a mean-
dering river than a Roman road. It felt to me
a helpful image and reminded me of trying to
find a picture to publicise our next round of
Open Conversations. We wanted something
twisty and slightly uphill, eventually going
out to photograph a suitable road as we
couldn’t find one which was just right.

Change is never straightforward. It involves
twists and turns, and sometimes a few dead
ends and re-routing moments; but it is
important to keep moving forward if we
want to grow as Kingdom People in healthier
and more sustainable churches. Pilgrimage is
part of who we are.

What does a healthy church look like to you |
wonder? We asked this question at a
meeting with churches from the Redditch
area recently and got a rich variety of
answers. They suggested phrases such as
outward looking, engaging and welcoming,
lively and vibrant, Bible based, reaching out
to the community, trusting, pastorally aware,
diverse, reaching all ages, varied worship...
and many more. Whilst all congregations are
called to worship God, make disciples, share
hope and transform their communities, how
that looks in different settings, contexts and
traditions will vary hugely. What's important
is that people in each parish seek to discern
what the vocation of their church is, and
journey together to fulfil that calling.

There are two key ways we are supporting
churches in this journey this year. In March
there will be a third round of Open Conversa-
tions, where churches will share stories of
how they are growing as Kingdom People
and trying new things to help their parish
thrive and become healthier. These will be
great opportunities to join together in facili-

tated discussions where ideas can be shared
locally, and we can hear from each other
about what other resources might be use-
ful. As before, these will be places to listen
and learn, wrestle with challenges and
prayerfully explore solutions to shared issues
we face. Do book into the one in your dean-
ery, or one of the catch-up sessions in early
April.

We are also offering Mission Accompaniers
to come alongside parishes, helping you to
ask the right questions about what a healthy
and sustainable church looks like where you
are, and what are the next steps you can
take to bring this about. Having a fresh per-
spective from a skilled coach or mentor walk-
ing alongside can be really illuminating for
those who don’t know the way forward.
Think of those two disciples walking to
Emmaus when they felt that all hope was
lost. As they were accompanied on their
journey by one who listened and interpreted
events for them, revelation came, and with it
new hope and resurrection joy.

A verse from a great hymn reminds us that
“We are pilgrims on a journey, and compan-
ions on the road; we are here to help each
other walk the mile and bear the load.” The
hymn speaks of grace, and the light of Christ
shining on our path.

We are on a journey of transformation and
change, as the church of God has always
been. If we travel together, open to wisdom
from those who come alongside to guide and
accompany us, we will move forward steadi-
ly, pressing on towards the goal for the prize
of the heavenly call of God in Christ Jesus.
(Philippians 3:14). But we will do so at the
right pace, moulding our surroundings as a
river gradually changing course, rather than
as a Roman army cutting through all barriers
to make a direct and straight path, and
sensitive both to the Spirit’s leading, and to
the needs of the world God came to
transform with new life.
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THE MIDLAND

SINFONIA

‘Spring Family Concert’
Saturday March 12th 2022 at 3pm, St Laurence Church.
Tickets for postponed ‘Christmas family Concert’ eligible for this concert
only.
The programme to include:
‘Spring’ by Vivaldi,
‘The Sleeping Beauty’ by Tchaikovsky and a medley from ‘Frozen’ by
Lopez.
Performers to include dancers from Translucent Dance
Studio and Crown Meadow School Choir.

DANCE sTepito

Further information and booking facility on
www.midlandsinfonia.co.uk or email midlandsinfonia@gmail.com

THE MIDLAND SINFONIA

Annual Quiz and Supper evening
rescheduled date 8 October 2022
Further information and booking facility www.midlandsinfonia.co.uk
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Eulogy of Mary Margaret Lewis

Mary Margaret Lewis was born in Barnard Castle County Durham on the 5t
July 1928 to John and Margarite Blenkinsopp. Her younger sister

Marjorie arrived 4 years later.

Mary was just 11 when war broke out and living in a market town there was
no threat of evacuation, but she grew up with the reality of war. But like a lot
of that era, she always spoke fondly of her childhood and the great freedom that that period
afforded children and teenagers.

Mary loved to dance, she and her sister joined the local amateur dramatic society singing,
dancing, and performing.

Upon leaving school Mary started a hairdressing apprenticeship in the department store,
Binns, in Darlington. In 1947 Mary’s father secured premises in Barnard Castle for her to
open her own salon and she created a successful small business.

April 1950 Mary went on a blind date with chief engineer Colin Lewis, on the 14™ August the
same year they were married. They bought a house in Barnard Castle and had the first 3 of 5
children, Valerie, Barbara and Ken.

When Colin left the merchant navy it was all change and in 1958, they moved LOCK, STOCK
AND BARREL to Bourneville where dad took up an engineering role at Cadburys. Mary didn’t
know a soul. But that didn’t stop her for long! She joined young wives, town women’s guild
and, as a regular church goer she quickly got put on the coffee rota. In the 1960’s they had 2
more children.

Mary worked hard to provide for her family, she got stuck into home making, cooking, bak-
ing, and fruit pies for tea. She spent many hours making clothes, so good a seamstress was
she, she won a sewing machine from Lewis’s department store.

When Colin retired from Cadburys they decided to downsize and moved to Alvechurch in
February 1982, exactly 40 years ago. Once again it didn’t take mum long to ensconce herself
in village life. She joined Alvechurch WI the very week they moved. In 1990 she became pres-
ident AND again in 1997!

Much to the horror of her family, she became famous for doing the zip wire with her dear
friend Betty!

Church was always a big part of her life and was an active member of the St Laurence congre-
gation. Many of her sewing skills are still evident in here today.

Mary was part of the original committee that set up the Ark luncheon club. At first, she wait-
ed on tables, then sat and took the money, finally she was a diner, she adored the company,
and it became the highlight of her week.

Even through times of illness, Mary remained the star of any family occasion, always eager to
get up and say a few words. These words, only share in part what Mary meant to many.

May she rest in peace and rise in glory. g oo

Mary’s family wish to extend there thanks to everyone for attending
Mary’s funeral and for all the kind messages of sympathy and support.
They also wish to thank all who generously donated to Dementia UK in
memory of Mary, an amazing £500 was raised. This photo shows the
flowers from Mary’s coffin, kindly donated to St Laurence church.



Parish Prayers

At this time, we pray for all those who live and work in our J L
community and especially those who live and work in:

Dellow Grove - 6 March ‘ '
Foxhill Lane - 13 March i1
George Road - 20 March ' |
Grange Lane - 27 March

Flowers

Ann Thurrell writes...

After Easter | am hoping that we will be
able to have flowers in Church on a
more regular basis but only if | have
names of those willing to help in this
respect. Do contact me if you can be of
any assistance in any way.

Ann Thurrell - 0121 447 7668
email : annthurrell@hotmail.co.uk

From The Registers

N '™ Marriage
" Those whom God has joined together
‘t.‘ 12 February Michael Battieste-Spence and
Carly Smart

Funerals
May they rest in the peace of Christ

20 January Timothy Hosking
27 January Mary Lewis
15 February Veronica Newey
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Rector
Licensed Lay Ministers

Authorised Lay Minis-

Churchwardens

Deputy Wardens

PCC Secretary
Parish Safeguarding
PCC Treasurer
Organist & Choirmas-
Electoral Roll Officer
Tower Captain
Singing Group

Ark Tots &
Flower Co-ordinator
Ark Bookings Secretary
& Grapevine Editor

Finance and

Who’s who

Revd Gail Rogers, The Rectory, School Lane, 445 1087
stlaurencealvechurch@yahoo.co.uk

Mrs Sue Phillips Wardle, 55 Birmingham Road, 445 0505

Mrs Helen Ayling, “Tarncroft”, Hewell Lane, Vigo, 0121 820 7589
Mrs Helena Allen

Mr Martin Allen, 445 5605

Mrs Philippa Brakes, 56 Callow Hill Road, 0121 445 3983

Mr Graham Clark, The Coach House, School Lane, 0121 445 2547
Mr Michael Fletcher, 13 Red Lion Street, 0121 447 8451

Mr Graham Clark, The Coach House, School Lane, 0121 445 2547
Mr Mick Fletcher, 13 Red Lion Street, 0121 447 8451

Mr Colin Bennett, 122 Redditch Road, 01527 64077

Mr David Richmond, The Ferns, Chapel Lane, 0121 445 3569

Mrs Janet Wright, 28 Callow Hill Road, Alvechurch, B48 7LP

Mr Andy Notley, 0121 445 5653

Mr Roger Wardle, 55 Birmingham Road, 0121 445 0505

Mr Michael Davenport

Mrs Lysandra Notley, lysnotley@icloud.com, 07989327043

Mrs Sue Lambert, 7 Cygnet Close, B48 7PX, 07769110608

Mrs Janet Wright, 28 Callow Hill Road, Alvechurch, B48 7LP

Mr David Richmond, The Ferns, Chapel Lane, 0121 445 3569

Mrs Janet Wright, 28 Callow Hill Road, 0121 445 4335

Mr Colin Bennett, 122 Redditch Road, 01527 64077

Mrs Lynne Clark, The Coach House, School Lane, 0121 445 2547
Mrs Sarah Linton, sarah100work@gmail.com

Mrs Ann Thurrell, Top Barn, Scarfield Hill, 0121 447 7668

Mr lan Price, The Ark, School Lane, 0121 447 7955
admin@thearkalvechurch.co.uk

PCC Special Responsibilities

Buildings, Fabric and Churchyard for

Standing Committee

Graham Clark Mick Fletcher
Bob Dale Janet Wright
Peter Freeman

Children and Youth Committee

Martin Allen Mick Fletcher
Thomas Birchall Lynne Clark
Kate Birchall Sarah Linton

Mission Committee
Bob Dale Colin Bennett
Graham Clark
Mick Fletcher

Janet Wright

Peter Freeman
Andy Humphries

Missionary Committee
Sue Phillips Wardle Dick Russell
Gordon Parsons Margaret Haste
Sue Lambert
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Calendar for March 2022

Wednesday 2

Thursday 3

Sunday 6

Monday 7

Tuesday 8

Thursday 10

Saturday 12

Monday 14

Thursday 17

Wednesday 23

Thursday 24

Thursday 31

Page 20

7.30pm

9.30am
10.45am

2.00pm

7.45pm

2.15pm

9.30am
7.30pm

3.00pm

7.30pm
9.30am
7.30pm
9.30am

9.30am

Hillside WI: Birmingham Hippodrome: Ivan Heard: The Ark

Ark Tots & Toddlers: Sarah Linton: The Ark
Tiny Tots Service in church: Sarah Linton

Alvechurch Village Society: Walk: ‘There and back again,
around Alvechurch’: Meet at Tanyard Lane car park

Alvechurch Historical Society: James Brindley: The
first canal engineer: Speaker Roy Murphy: The Ark

Barnt Green Friendship Group: Colin Mallett
Worcester Porcelain: Friends Meeting House, Barnt Green

Ark Tots & Toddlers: Sarah Linton: The Ark
Rowney Green Horticultural Society: Talk by lan Sadler:
Rowney Green Village Hall

The Midland Sinfonia: Spring Family Concert: St Laurence
Church

April 2022 GRAPEVINE GOES TO PRESS:
articles to - admin@thearkalvechurch.co.uk
Alvechurch WI: Talk on Sign Language: Village Hall

Ark Tots & Toddlers: Sarah Linton: The Ark
Alvechurch Village Society: AGM: Alvechurch Village Hall
Ark Tots & Toddlers: Sarah Linton: The Ark

Ark Tots & Toddlers: Sarah Linton: The Ark
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