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REVD GAIL WRITES...
As we enter into the summer months, there are three things on my mind. The
General Election, fundraising initiatives (of which there are three we are needing
to pay attention to at St Laurence Church) and summer breaks. How does the
Christian faith speak into these and inform how we are called to respond and
encourage others to respond to?

In the gospel of Matthew, chapter 5 verses 13-16 Christians are called to be salt
and light in the world. These metaphors convey important aspects of Christian
identity and mission. Being salt and light means living out one's faith in a way
that preserves and enhances goodness in the world, illuminates truth and hope,
and serves as a visible, guiding example of God's love and righteousness. 

Participating in elections is a way to influence society positively and advocate
for policies that reflect Christian values such as justice, compassion, and the
dignity of all people. To do this with integrity we need to be informed voters,
understanding the issues and candidates, and seeking guidance through prayer
and biblical principles.
In the Letter 1 Timothy, the Bible encourages prayer for leaders and those in
authority and during election seasons we are urged to pray for wisdom and
discernment in choosing leaders who will govern justly and righteously.

We also know that elections can be divisive. As Christians we are called to
promote unity and respect for others, even those with differing views,
maintaining a Christ-like attitude of love and grace. As we approach the 4th July,
I pray that we can all hold onto the integrity of God who is love and use our vote
to support policies that support the flourishing of all people and the
communities that we live. Please do go and vote.

Fundraising is big on our agenda here at St Laurence, we need to raise money for
our general fund which pays for the day to day bills and activities of our work
and ministry. The income for our Churchyard maintenance fund doesn’t cover
the outgoings and we are still needing to raise funds for the essential
maintenance and upgrade needed on our organ. Churches are charities, we don’t
receive any outside or government funding to cover our responsibility of
maintaining the church building, the churchyard, and the cost of our mission and
ministry. Apart from a small percentage of the fees from weddings and funerals
we are only sustained via the generosity of others, of people like you who
committed to supporting us through donations. This can be a one -off donation,
a regular weekly, monthly or annual donation, all are gratefully received and
much needed for the sustainability of our future.

Page  1



Giving through our general QR code, plate giving in church, cash donations
points, which can be found in The Ark and in church alongside our contactless
machine will support our General Fund. If you would like to donate to the
churchyard fund we have a separate QR for that, likewise for the organ fund. If
you would like to donate by cash you can do so by writing the name of the fund
on a envelope with you donation inside. We also have our sponsor and organ
pipe to encourage donations here, see the article about this inside this edition of
Grapevine. The Bible encourages generosity and cheerful giving (2 Corinthians
9:7) and our fundraising efforts should reflect these principles, promoting a spirit
of generosity within the wider community of which we serve. Generosity will be
lived out differently amongst us, some able to offer more than others, but no
donation is too large or too small, what reflects the love and grace of God is the
generosity and cheerfulness of the donation. 

Finally,  with all this going on, I am looking forward to a break. Summer breaks
can be seen as an extended Sabbath, a time for rest and renewal. The Bible
emphasises the importance of rest and summer can be a season to rejuvenate
physically, mentally, and spiritually. It's an opportunity to spend quality time
with family and friends, deepening relationships and fostering community,
reflecting the biblical value of fellowship. With the longer days we may have
more time to do things we wouldn’t usually do, so they may also be a time for
service, participating more within local community projects, embodying the call
to serve others. Whatever, you are doing this summer, may you know some rest
and renewal. 

In this edition of Grapevine there is lots of information about our upcoming
Heritage Day in September, save the date! This year we are doing a Prize Draw
and already have some fantastic prizes to be won, do buy your tickets and sell
some for us too if you are able. All money will go into our General Fund. 
There is also lots of information about the life of St Laurence Church and the
community of Alvechurch, take a look and come and join in. A warm and friendly
welcome awaits you.

With prayers and best wishes
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St Laurence Church and The Ark
Heritage Day

SATURDAY 14TH SEPTEMBER 2024
10AM -4PM

SAVE THE DATE

Join us for tours of the church and churchyard,
local stalls, games and presentations from local
groups. Food and refreshments served all day

including pre-ordered afternoon tea!
Keep a look out closer to the date for a full

programme of activities. 
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What is Café Church
Café Church is a new style of 
worship offered once per month 
as part of our regular pattern of 
Sunday worship. On the third 
Sunday of each month for our 9:15am 
worship instead of gathering in the church building we will meet in
The Ark where our worship will begin with sharing breakfast. This will
then lead onto a more informal style of worship. It will still have
songs, prayers, a bible reading but instead of longer sermon it will
have a ‘thought for the day’ followed by a selection of  responses to
suit our learning and interactive preferences to a bible story. 

What can I expect when I come?
A warm welcome, delicious breakfast pastries, followed by
friendship, conversation and worship. and an invitation to be all that
you have been created to be.

Why do you meet in The Ark and not in church?
We love St Laurence Church it is beautiful place to worship and to
pray. But we don't have much space to offer more creative styles of
worship such as a Café style church. Café Church is ‘church’ in its
truest sense, (in the bible the church is the people, not the building)
offering the same welcome and hospitality that is always part of who
we are as a community of faith. 

Who is Café Church for?
It is for everyone -  younger, older. Those of us who have been
attending church for a long time, and those of us who have never
been to church before. It is for people 
strong in their faith, those whose faith is 
wavering and those who don’t yet know 
of they have a faith or not. Come along 
and meet some familiar faces, and meet 
some new ones too.
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How much does it cost to have breakfast?
Nothing, it is absolutely free! 
Welcome and hospitality is one of the ways 
that we live out the generosity of God. Come and enjoy breakfast
with us, all really are welcome.

                                                However, we are very happy to receive 
                                                donations towards the work  of St Laurence  
                                                Church and a collection box is in the room 
                                                should you wish to donate this way. If you 
                                                would like to become a regular giver we can 
                                                give you more information about this too.

If you have anymore questions, drop us a message and we will do our
best to answer it.

Our next Café Church is on  

Sunday 21st July

A selection of breakfast pastries and refreshment will be served
from 8:45am with our worship beginning at 9.15am. 

Please note that Cafe Sundays there is no Ark Time, we all stay in
together. 
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We pray for the general election, for all candidates standing and all who support
them. May there be wisdom, vision and courage in policy, campaigning and voting.
May the flourishing of all people and community be at the heart of all decision making.

We pray for our children and young people attending transition days as they move to
new schools and colleges. May their nerves be held gently, and their excitement be  a
source of joy.

We pray for all schools, for teachers and all who work to offer care, safety and
sustenance for our younger people. May this last term of the academic year be filled
learning and fun. As we approach the summer break, may it be a time of renewal and
refreshment. 

We give thanks for the work of Alvechurch Educational Trust in supporting families
and young people. May thier work continue to be a blessing to those who use it.

We pray for  all who live and work in Alvechurch, with a focus on all who live in
Hollington Road, Blythesway  and Callow Hill Road.

Praying for Alvechurch
 Prayer should be the key of the day and the lock of the night.

George Herbert
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ROGER WARDLE WRITES...
What makes your heart sing?

The relevance of this question should become clearer later, but suffice to say I am at the
time of life when I often find myself mulling over big and difficult questions. Questions
like, “Why am I on this earth?”, “What have I achieved in life?”; and, yes, “How will I be
remembered?

It is generally thought that as people age, they become wiser. Have I developed the
ability of ‘judging rightly and following the soundest course of action, based on
knowledge, experience and understanding’? I’m not sure that I have, but I try to keep
learning (these days, usually from my grandchildren) and I find myself increasingly
noting words of wisdom expounded by others. Things like, “it’s not the years in your life,
it’s the life in your years,” and “as you get older, keep saying yes” (to new experiences
and opportunities).  

It was at one my more reflective moments I heard on the radio someone of a certain age
say, “as you get older do what makes your heart sing.” It caused me to stop and think
what exactly does that phrase mean. In my life I have been fortunate enough to enjoy
many special or magical moments; my wedding day; witnessing the birth of my children;
smelling the fragrance of a particularly beautiful rose, etc. etc.

But there are some moments which transcend even the magical. Moments when not just
your heart starts racing, but when where you are and what you are experiencing lifts you
up to another level entirely. When you are drawn into a spiritual dimension, when you
are literally unable to find words to describe how you feel. Other than you feel your
heart singing for joy.

You may have heard of a particular location being described as a ‘thin place’. It may be a
religious building, it may be outside in a lovely garden, it may be a mountain top, but a
place where you can experience the nearness of God, a place where earth and heaven
meet.  I think that may well be, for me, a similar experience to when my heart starts
singing, except the place itself may not be important. It’s your emotional and spiritual
connection with what you are experiencing that is critical. The common denominator of
these two experiences, for me, is the presence of God.

When my heart really does sing is not only when I experience God’s presence, his
nearness, but also feel God’s love. As part of the repertoire of Alvechurch Community
Choir of which I am a member, as well as in church services, I/we sing this song:-

Love I give to you,
I give to you, my love.
Let it flow to one another,
Let it flow, let it flow.

May God’s love flow to you in the same way as it has to me. When it does any wisdom I
have gained over the years tells me that you will find your heart singing too.

Roger Wardle
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Heritage Day
Afternoon Tea 

Menu
A selection of sandwiches

(Gluten free and vegetarian sandwiches availible. Please sate when booking

Scone with jam and clotted cream 
and a selection of patisseries

Pot of tea or coffee

£12 per person
To book please contact Charlotte in the office.

Email: admin@thearkalvechurch.co.uk
Tel: 0121 447 7955

14th September available between 12pm - 3pm
St Laurence Church and The Ark

As part of our Heritage Day event we are offering
Afternoon tea. Please note that this is by pre-

booking only and must be paid for in advance. 
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A message from Lynda ...

I would like to thank everyone for their kind wishes on my 
retirement. I was overwhelmed by the number of people who
 took time to attend my leaving event, and for the very 
generous gifts and vouchers I received. I have thoroughly 
enjoyed getting to know so many of the church and 
community during my time here. Thanks particularly to 
Revd Gail for her friendship and support, for the patience          
and understanding of all of those who I have worked with, and  
my very best wishes to Penny, Michelle and Charlotte as they 
continue forward.

THANK YOU
In May we gave thanks for the work of Graham Clark as churchwarden, stepping
down after 15 years and for Lynda Lewis our Administrator as she retired. Both
were given gifts of thanks and send messages extending their personal thanks to
the church and community for the well wishes and gifts they were given.  

Graham was given a voucher for a ‘Blacksmith’ experience where he had an
informative day learning a new skill. As part of the day he made the items below,
which he bought home as a momentum of our thanks and the wonderful time he
had. 
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ST LAURENCE CHURCH DIARY
JULY 2024
What's going at St Laurence Church, The Ark and Alvechurch Community
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A BCP Service of Holy Communion
St Leonard's Church, Beoley                          Thursday 4th July, 10am

Family Worship with Holy Communion and Ark Time                                 
                                                                              Sunday 7th July 9:15am

Places of Welcome                     Wednesday 3rd July, 10.00am - 12pm

Open Church                               Wednesday 10th July, 10.00am -12pm

Family Worship with Ark Time                      Sunday 14th July 9.15am

Celebration of Holy Communion                   Sunday 14th July, 11.15am

Places of Welcome                     Wednesday 10th July 10.00am - 12pm

Open Church                               Wednesday 3rd July, 10.00am -12pm

Ark Tots and Toddlers                                  Thursday 4th July, 9.30am

Wedding Enquiries, bookings and planning
St Leonard's Church, Beoley                         Thursday 4th July 6-8pm

Ark Tots and Toddlers                                  Thursday 11th July, 9.30am

Morning Worship                                                  
                                                                             Sunday 7th July 11:15am

Redditch Mission Area Commissioning Service                   
 at John’s Greenlands                                        Sunday 14th July, 4pm



DIARY JULY CONT.
What's going at St Laurence Church, The Ark and Alvechurch Community
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Places of Welcome                     Wednesday 24th July, 10.00am - 12pm

Open Church                               Wednesday 24th July, 10.00am -12pm

Morning Worship                                             Sunday 21st July, 11.15am

Open Church                                Wednesday 17th July 10.00am -12pm

Ark Tots and Toddlers                                  Thursday 18th July, 9.30am

Places of Welcome                      Wednesday 17th July, 10.00am - 12pm

A BCP Service of Holy Communion
St Laurence, Alvechurch                             Wednesday 17th July, 10am

Café Church, breakfast pastries served from 8:45am                                 
                                                                              Sunday 21st July, 9:15am 

Wedding Enquiries, bookings and planning
St Leonard's Church, Beoley                         Thursday 18th Juiy 6-8pm

Ark Tots and Toddlers                                  Thursday 25th July, 9.30am

Family Worship with Ark Time                      Sunday 28th July 9.15am

Celebration of Holy Communion                   Sunday 28th July, 11.15am

Refreshments are served in The Ark, in between our
services, please do stay after the 9:15am service or come

early for the 11:15am service. 
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Family Concert‘ – May 2024
A packed audience delighted in the young choir from Crown

Meadow School and the expressive Translucent Dancers on a
lovely Saturday afternoon. Wonderful music included Harry

Potter, Wonka, The Pink Panther and Wind in the Willows. 
The concert concluded with ‘The Story of Alice in Wonderland’

narrated by the Mad Hatter!

Year 4 Crown Meadow First
School Choir rehearsing in
The Ark before the concert.

The concert took place in
church with many people
gathered.
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Rowney Green Memorial to the Canadian Airmen who lost their
lives in a plane crash in nearby fields.  

Thank you to Terry Louch for sharing these photos

D Day
Alvechurch and Rowney Green Remembers
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D Day Beacon at Alvechurch Cricket Club

Alvechurch village green,
with flagpole and

dedicatory plaque

On 6th June Alvechurch and Rowney Green took part in remembering the 80th
anniversary  D Day and the battle of Normandy. Normandy will forever be marked by
the D-Day Landings and the Battle of Normandy that led to the liberation of France
and Europe. 

Such momentous occasions are also an opportunity for us to remember our
commitment to peace and reconciliation. 

As part of the celebrations St Laurence church bells rang out at 6.30pm with the
national ‘ringing for peace’. This was then followed by an event at Alvechurch Cricket
club where the beacon was lit at 9:15pm at the same times as other beacons
throughout the country. 
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Places of Welcome is run by volunteers. 
Can you spare a couple of hours once every 4-6 weeks to

serve drinks and toast? 

Yes! Please contact Charlotte in the Office for more details.
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